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ON DEATH. 
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LECTURE L 



PSALM, LVI. 12. 

So teach us to number our days^ that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

The sacred penman — the sacred poets, 
have lavishly poured forth images, to 
express the uncontinuing character of 
human life. It is bounded as a span — 
fugacious as a shadow, unsubstantial as 
a vapour, blooming and fading like a 
flower that cometh up, and is straightway 
cut down and withered. Thus creation 
on every side furnishes emblems of mor- 
tality — and man, the lord of creation, is 
the grand prototype, to which all these 
emblems refer. His hopes and his joys, 
his fears and his sorrows, his studies, 
his enterprises, his occupations, are all 
but preludes and preparatives for a dread, 
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inevitable catastrophe. Death finally 
winds up the tale, and closes the chequer- 
ed scene. 

An issue, thus certain, would, even were 
it distant, be awful : — ^but it is nigh at 
hand ; it is ever impending. In the life 
of every individual, each minute may be 
the last sand-grain : — each passing in- 
cident the scythe-stroke of dissolution.* 

To maintain a due impression and a 
wholesome alarm, as to the certainty and 
proximity of death; instances of it are 
continually occurring. Death's shafts fly 
thick : — ^his victims are every instant falling 
on this globe ; which is one vast burying 
ground : and weekly — ^almost daily, they 
fall in every neighbourhood* The angel 
of destruction knocks at every door, his 
sword ever reeking with life ; and as with 

* Death dUtant ! Nd^ alas ! he's ever near us. 
And shakes the dart at us in all our actings ; 
He lurks within our cup when we're in health; 
Sits by our sick-bed ; moc^ our medicines ; 
We cannot walk, or sit, or sleep, or travel. 
But Death is by, to seize us when he lists. 




Egypt of old, miraculously, in a single 
night — so with us, in the course of nature, 
within a few years, there is not a house 
in which he leaves not one dead. To 
strike the greater terror, he observes no 
order in his seizures. He lifts the latch 
of the cottage, and breaks through the 
guards of the palace. The high and the 
low are alternately and promiscuously his 
prey : nor can piety herself, though smil- 
ing at his malice, charm him into a pass- 
over of her habitation.* And as with every 
condition, so he deals with every age. 
Walking abroad in the earth, he now 
smites the lisping infant, with eyes just 
opened on the world — ^now- arrests the 
youth, with high-beating heart, and with 
pulses keenly alive to pleasure, — now 
levels with the ground, the full-grown 
man, while confiding and exulting in his 
strength ; and now, though rarely, suffers 



* ■ nee petas moram 

Rugis, et intanti seneclse 
Ofieret, indemitaeque morti. 
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the lamp of life to be extinguished through 
the mere exhaustion of the oil. 

Death — ^thus certain, near, and con- 
tinually occurring, is furthermore univer- 
sal. Learning and ignorance, power and 
weakness, idleness and exertion, gaiety 
and seriousness, health and sickness, 
virtue and vice, must all after a few years 
terminate in dissolution. There is not 
one of us here present but is destined to 
experience his death-struggle ; — not one 
but must sooner or later close his eyes 
on this visible, diurnal scene. Some- 
times the thread of life is snapt hastily 
asunder, and sometimes it gradually un- 
winds itself. Sometimes the work of 
death proceeds in masses, and by thou- 
sands. The earthquake and the confla- 
gration ; the hurricane and the tempest ; 
the famine and the pestilence ; the con- 
flict of fleets or of armies, are the mighty 
weapons of Omnipotence ; when for pur- 
poses of wisdom or of vengeance, it would 
disarrange its own general laws, and out- 
strip the course of nature, in depopulating 
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the multitudes of mankind. But the 
usual march of destruction is slow, silent, 
piecemeal; though not less unerringly 
certain : till almost imperceptibly a gene- 
ration is swept away from the earth. 
Thus, whether singly, or in aggregate 
files, it is appointed unto all men once to 
die. For I know that thou wilt bring me 
to death and to the house appointed for 
ALL LIVING. To pronounce death uni- 
versal, is to call it unavoidable. Our days 
are threescore years and ten — ^some linger 
upon earth beyond that term ; but there 
is no medical skill, no peculiar privilege, 
which can stay the advance of decrepi- 
tude, or save from the inexorable de- 
stroyer. 

It might be imagined, that the cei^- 
tainty^ the nearness, the continual occur- 
rence, the universality, the unavoidable- 
ness of Death would conspire tQ render 
it a subject of frequent and familiar 
meditation. Yet strange to tell, these 
truths, through their notoriety and com- 
monness (the very circumstances which 




should send them home to the heart) make 
but a slight impression, and are almost 
wholly unheeded. The remembrance of 
them too, is to most men irksome; it 
damps the enjoyment of worldly pleasure, 
and quenches the ardour of worldly pur- 
suit. Whenever, therefore, it intrudes 
itself, it is sedulously repelled: "The 
righteous perisheth and no man layeth it 
to heart ; they are destroyed from evening 
until morning, and no one regardeth it. " 
That the thought of death, indeed, 
should 60 intimately and so constantly 
mix itself up with all our other thoughts, 
as to sadden our most innocent satisfac- 
tions, and to impede the common business 
and useful purposes of our calling, it is 
only enthusiasm that could require. But 
this surely can be no reason, why the 
remembrance of mortality, the consider- 
ation of our departing hour, should be 
always and altogether banished. There 
are pauses in employment, there are in- 
terruptions in recreation, there are holy 
seasons expressly set apart for it. Such 
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is the Sabbath — such our natal day — or 
the close of the year — or a sacramental 
preparation : and such, in its original 
meaning and institution, was the solemn 
season of Lent : a season, in respect to 
which, we have perhaps run too fast and 
too far, from Popery into indifference ; 
and, having disengaged our minds from 
the shackles of ceremony, have rushed 
into the latitudes of licentiousness. 

That, to us, this season may not be a 
mere name, that we may recall the prac- 
tice of pristine Christianity, and distin- 
guish the weeks by some serious act — 
that, not satisfied with the mere formali- 
ties of a diet-day, or the substitution of 
an oratorio for a dramatic entertainment, 
we may be led, by whatever exercise of 
external devotion we may adopt, to an 
inward and spiritual self-denial; let us 
direct our attention during the Sabbaths 
of the present Lent, to Death, the end of 
all men, and of all things with which men 
busy themselves : and afterwards to those 
awful matters by which it is succeeded — 
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to the grave; to an intermediate state; 
to judgment ; to hell ; and to heaven. 

In this first discourse of the series, I 
shall take into consideration, — 

1st. The origin and nature of Death. 

2d. What changes take place at the 
time of Death. 

3d. What may be expected as the con- 
sequences of Death : and, 

4th. What circumstances may serve to 
mitigate the terrors, or to counteract the 
evils of Death. 

1 . We are first to consider the origin 
and nature of Death. 

Death, we are informed in Scripture, is 
the punishment of the fall of Adam. " In 
the day, v^^hereon thou eatest the forbid- 
den fruit, thou diest," said God to the 
first man, on placing him in paradise. 
That man disobeyed : he tasted : he de- 
teriorated his nature : — he died : — that is 
to say, at that moment he became mortal. 

By one man's^isobedience sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin. Now 
the universality of death is a plain and 
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necessary consequence, resulting from 
the fall of Adam. For since all are chil- 
dren of Adam, all inherit from that first 
parent the elements of depravity, and 
therefore the seeds of death. All, the 
unconscious infant, as well as the way- 
ward adult, may strictly be said to have 
sinned, because all derive from their pro- 
genitor, the rudiments of sin. Hence, 
then, the death of all : for " Death is the 
wages of sin"; ** and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned." Thus, 
in Adam, all die : for not only did all the 
generations, and all the myriads of the 
human race, exist in the loins, and follow 
the physical structure of Adam ; — ^but all 
partake, by birth-right, of his debased, of 
his sinful, and, consequently, of his mortal 
nature. 

2. Such being the origin and nature 
of Death, let us next ask. What changes 
take place at the time of Death ? 

Death is a closing of the eyes to the 
cheerful light of day — an insensibility to 
cdl that is doing under the sun. It is to 
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depart for ever from this beautiful world ; 
to leave our neighbourhood and its cour- 
tesies ; our home and its comforts ; to be 
welcomed no more by the caresses of our 
children; to become unconscious and 
deaf to the voice of friendship ; and to 
exchange all the schemes of ambition, 
all the satisfactions of possession, and all 
the comforts of our lot, for the coldness, 
the darkness, the solemn stillness of the 
tomb. We see that at death, the eyes 
are sealed, the lungs forget their office, 
the pulses cease to beat : — ^the blood no 
longer courses within the veins ; the silver 
cord of the tongue is loosed ; the limbs, 
the supporters of the house, fall prostrate 
like broken columns, and the powerless 
right hand forgets its cunning. Every 
thing seems to bespeak a cessation, an 
extinction of being ; and hence, with the 
sole exception of some unhappy suicides, 
driven to desperation, or afflicted with 
insanity, all men instinctively cling to 
life ; and even when looking for immor- 
tality with the faith which borders on as- 
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surance, contemplate with dread the idea 
of dissolution. 

3. What may be expected as the con* 
sequences of Deaths is my third head of 
discourse. 

It is no wonder that in so. entire a 
dissolution as this, so complete a breaks 
ing up of that admirable and strange 
compound, which forms the animal sys- 
tem, the mind of the natural man should 
see only a ruin, incapable of re-adjust- 
ment; — "water spilt on the ground, and 
no more to be gathered up."* Some of the 
Sacred writers, indeed, assuming the 
sentiments, and uttering the doubts of 
the sceptic, or of man without the gospel, 
seem to speak of death with a despondence 
and utter despair ; which the unintel- 
ligent have conceived to be (not pro- 
nounced in a borrowed character) but the 
voice of their own private persuasion. 
" Man dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man 
giveth up the ghost, and where is he ?"t 
" His breath goeth forth ; he returneth to 

* 2 Sam. xiv. 14. + Job, xiv. 10. 
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his earth ; in that very day his thoughts 
perish."* It is no wonder that such 
should have been the conclusions of an- 
cient wisdom, when not cheered by a ray 
from heaven. It is no wonder that a 
modem infidel, contemplating a fleshless 
skull, should exclaim, that he knew not 
the Promethean heat, which could reil- 
lumine the lamp that had burned within. 

Heathens and sceptics impressed with 
these sentiments, have placed the height 
of virtue in making up their minds, to 
meet, with stoic fortitude, an inevitable 
event. They have asked themselves what 
is so pleasant as sinking into a deep 
slumber ? and why, then, they have re- 
joined, should death be feared, which is 
only a sleep that shall last for ever ? But 
such gloomy reasoning can surely be of 
little force, either to satisfy or to quiet 
the mind. It cannot satisfy our native and 
inherent curiosity, to know the secrets of 
the universe ; the horror at the bare thought 
of utter extinction, the longing after 

^ Psalm cxlfi. 4. 
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futurity, the unrepressible Bpring, the in- 
extinguishable ardour, which proclaim 
the spirit to be immortal. It cannot 
soothe and quiet the desolate heart, 
which death hath bereaved of the objects 
of its dearest affection ; and which feels 
it to be little else than a cruel mockery 
to urge, that these objects are now as if 
they had never been; and that itself, 
which loved them, will shortly be as they 
are. Nature, stronger than reasoning, 
seeks a higher consolation ; and will be 
pacified with nothing short of renewed 
consciousness, and of the actual restitution 
of what has been torn away. But where, 
— or when — or how ? — ^Are these wishes 
proofs ? Are these feelings certainties ? 
Are these probabilities matters of assured 
reliance ? Here are the intricate ques- 
tions which nature cannot solve. Hence 
the soul of the sceptic subsides into a 
horrid tumult and wild anarchy, of con- 
tending aspirings and misgivings : gleams 
overcast by clouds ; — alternations of hope 
ami despair : — ^nor is it at all matter of 
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astonidhment that the latter should pre^ 
ponderate, and that the feeble torch of 
natural religion should often conduct to 
the cell of insanity. And what is the 
moral result of this boasted stoicism, — this 
proud philosophic fortitude ? A few refin- 
ed spirits, speculating upon virtue, as, even 
in the present life, and without any re- 
ference to an hereafter, the true interest 
and happiness of man, have imposed 
restraints on their passions, and dis- 
charged, on worldly principles, their 
social duties. But the great bulk of man-, 
kind, once rendered sceptical in their be- 
lief of futurity, would disdain all restraints, 
think only of immediate enjoyment; and 
deem no argument valid which counselled 
a present self-denial for the sake of a re- 
mote or permanent good ; but considering 
only the manifest uncertainty of life, 
would exclaim, in wild recklessness — 
" Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 

die." 

Now to obviate so formidable an evil — 
to animate the steadfastness of fortitude — 
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to confinn the wisdom of obedience ; nor 
less, at the same time, to administer con- 
solation to desponding attachment, and to 
chase away the spectres of apprehension 
from the visions of religious hope ; it pleas- 
ed God to summon his own Son from the 
tomb, the first fruit of them that slept; — 
and to bring life and immortality to full 
light through the Gospel. 

4. This leads me to the last question 
I chalked out for consideration-— namely. 
What circumstances may serve to miti- 
gate the terrors, or to counteract the evils 
of Death ? For even when we are thus 
assured, that there is a life after the pre- 
sent ; — and that the hour is coming when 
all that are in the graves shall issue forth ; 
— ^theythat have done good, unto the re- 
surrection of bliss, and they that have 
done evil, to the resurrection of damna- 
tion ; — another ground of anxiety and 
alarm yet remains, which it baffles all 
the boasted resources of philosophy, and 
all the pride and power of natural reli- 
gion to remove. Can we, on a full re- 
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view of our lives, or a minute inspection 
of our hearts, claim a part in the lot of 
the righteous ; or assure ourselves of ap- 
probation from a just and pure God ? 
Let us have a care lest we deceive our- 
selves in a matter so momentous— -lest 
we cherish an error till it be utterly irre- 
trievable. How rests the condition of our 
spirits before God? How many pre- 
sumptuous offences have the best to ac- 
count for ? how great is our frailty ? how 
numerous are our faults ? how often has 
our conduct been wayward ? how negli- 
gently have we guarded our lips ? how 
innumerable are our offences of the heart 
and of the thoughts, that have not seen the 
light, but will all — all be brought up against 
us in judgment ! Even our better actions, 
on which we plume ourselves, and by vir- 
tue and power of which we boldly claim 
eternity ; — have we probed them to their 
secret motives ? Have we searched how 
much belongs to impulse, and how little 
to self-denial : how much to worldly sel- 
fishness, and how little to the pure love 



Id 

of Crod ? how much is glitter, and how 
little is fine gold ? Though these things 
may have all passed slightly over our minds, 
though they have vanished from compu- 
tation, and ceased to impress conscience; 
assuredly they are, every one, registered 
in the books of God. Well, then, might 
the man after God's own heart exclaim, 
" Enter not into judgment with thy servant^ 
O Lord; for in thy sight shall no man 
living — ^not the holiest, not the purest — be 
justified.'' Where then is the strength of 
what we vainly call our virtues ! where 
is the confidence of our hopes of eternal 
bliss 1 How, knowing ourselves, can we 
dare to prate of merit, or to look even in our 
best estate for recompense ! There is a 
law of moral justice against us ; — and that 
law is the sting of death ; the sting, even 
where it is known and fully allowed that 
death leads to immortality. It is only under 
Christianity, it is only under the doctrine 
of the cross, that man can re -assure him- 
self, and sing the dying song, — O death, 
where Is thy sting ! O grave, where is thy 
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victory I There was a sting in death, but 
it is extracted ; there was a rigorous law, 
but it hath lost its terrors : thanks be unto 
God, which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

By this reliance, obedience though im- 
perfect is sanctified, and life while droop- 
ing is cheered. The penitent, who dis- 
trusts and disclaims his own merit, sees 
the salvation of God, and learns to depart 
in peace. 

I shall now, in conclusion, set before 
you two portraits ; the one, that of a sin- 
ner departing, either without the know- 
ledge of a Saviour, or without daring to 
expect the benefit of redemption : the 
other, that of the righteous man, looking 
up with modest confidence, to the Saviour 
in whom he hath trusted, and the God 
whom he hath loved. 

First, then, contemplate the trans- 
gressor ^t the hour of death. His guilty 
pleasures, his ill-gotten gains, the honours, 
to attain which, he hath litained the true 
honour of man ;-^must now, in a little 
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while, be left behind* Let us convey our- 
selves to the chamber, where, at length, 
the son of disobedience reaches the 
term of all those checquered joys, for 
which he has made a barter of his soul. 
You shudder at the dismal gloom of an 
apartment, where the gleam of red em- 
bers, or the feeble glimmering of a taper, 
imperfectly displays to view the ghastly 
countenance of the dying man. An hire- 
ling attendant sits in silence by his side. 
Friends, too conscious of his past mis- 
conduct, regard one another with looks 
of speaking dismay ; unable to dispel or 
to suppress their apprehensions, as to the 
dreadful issue of impending dissolution. 

On entering this abode of stillness and 
sadness, you behold all around, the un- 
availing apparatus of medical skill ; the 
range of labelled and half-exhausted vials ; 
the simmering drink that may allay the 
thirst of fever ; the delicate viand that 
has been but tasted and loathed. No 
sound disturbs the mournful domain of 
death, save the dull register of exist^ce. 
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whose strokes, like a death-watch, taking 
note of the gliding moments, give dismal 
warning to the patient, that his last hour is 
about to strike ; —and remind him, how little 
he has profited under the sun ; while pre- 
cious, irretrievable, feather-footed time, 
hath stolen away in these apparently insig- 
mficant portions. If, on witnessing this 
spectacle, you recoil appalled, — ^if the 
blood courses, chilled, within your veins ;- 
how will you reflect on the terrors which 
beset the departing transgressor, on per- 
ceiving himself arrived at the latter end 
of a life, misused, and not to be recalled : 
on the brink of a dark abyss wherein he 
is about to be precipitated, into an eter- 
nity wherein he has every thing to appre- 
hend? Now, perhaps, some friend, with ill- 
judged indulgence, approaches to soften 
down crimes into infirmities ; some bold 
religious guide, invited to the couch of 
death, promises with full assurance, a 
peace that may be imaginary ; and pours 
the balm of falsehood on the soul that 
is r^ady to perish. Heaven forbid that in 
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meditating on tfie sinner's close of life, we 
should presume to set bounds to the 
mercy of God in Christ Jesus. Heaven 
finrbid, we should pronounce, absolutely, 
that there is no hope, should penitence 
then only be bom in the soul, when it is 
struggling in the agonies of dissolution. 
But whether, in any particular instance 
of what is called a death-bed repentance, 
the penitent be truly contrite, or only 
terrified, and half-converted ; whether, if 
a new lease of years were conceded, the 
mental renewal be so complete and so pow- 
erful, as to break the chain of habit, and to 
bid defiance to the returning smiles and 
vanities of the world — ^these are solemn 
questions, which ought to warn the spi- 
ritual counsellor, or the partial friend, 
against too rashly promising a transit 
through the portals of bliss, unto him, 
who, throughout life, had trodden the 
crooked paths of iniquity. 

Yet, however this may be, not the pal- 
liations of friendship — ^not the promises of 
enthusiasm — ^not the honied flatteries of 
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self-love suffice to drown, wholly, the 
honest clamours of reproachful conscience. 
Memory will still point, with leaden fin- 
ger, to years squandered in folly, or abused 
by vice ; to opportimities cast away ; to 
spiritual impulses resisted; to brethren 
seduced by persuasion, or corrupted by 
example ; to a long coiurse of profaneness, 
falsehood, intemperance, incontinence ; — 
to atrainof sins, thickening and blaickening 
with the march of time : — ^while fear, glanc-^ 
ing on futurity, will command the enemy 
of good to tremble. 

Of how little value or avail do those 
excessive cares of a worldly mind, which 
had driven religion from the affections ; — or 
those sinful pleasures which had debased 
and ruined the soul, at this moment ap- 
pear in his sight! He hath sown the 
wind, and reaped the whirlwind? He 
hath served a treacherous master, and 
his wages is death. Ah! he exclaims, 
had I devoted myself to God, as I have 
toiled for the world and for Satan, 
HE would not have abandoned me in 
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this my last extremity. I thought the 
life of the righteous madness : but now, 
how different their situation from mine ! 

As his strength decays, his spirits 
sink ;— a dejection deepening into horror. 
Cold dews burst forth in big drops 
upon his forehead: — ^indications of the 
bodily and mental strife within. His 
eyes swim : — and now see his favourite 
vanishing world, indistinctly. He mutters 
^ith his lips, a few incoherent, uncertain ex- 
pressions, — ^the blended language of peni- 
tence and despair. Spectres seem to flit 
before his sight — ^the grisly shapes of former 
sins : he hears at a distance the clanking 
of everlasting chains, the mingled yells of 
the torturers and the tortured, ascending 
from the bottomless abyss. Half-rising, 
afiiighted, shuddering, he makes one feeble 
and desperate effort to cling to the disap- 
pearing world. In vain. Exhausted, and 
sinking back, he casts on the empty scene, 
alast, wild look of agony : — ^and all the rest 
is silence. He is gone: gone from the 
wealth he had dishonestly amassed ; from 
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his pride in the praise of men ; from a 
body, the house of his voluptuousness, and 
a world, the shrine of his idolatry. He is 
gone to appear before the Judge of quick 
and dead ; trembling, defenceless, stained 
with iniquity, and covered witii confusion. 
Yet, what think ye ! dreadful as is the 
picture I have here delineated, there is 
even more hope of this man, than of 
another, equal in guilt, who sleeps away 
in death, with a seared conscience ; a falae 
tranquillity ; and carries the flatteries of 
self-delusion forth to the very confines of 
eternity. 

But averting our view from such dis- 
tressing contemplations, (of which, in the 
description, I trust, you will read the 
moral,) permit me now to display that 
beautiful contrast, which will assuage the 
pain you have been hitherto enduring. 
Approach, ye gay and thoughtless multi- 
tudes, who are treading the paths of 
dalliance, and the rounds of dissipation ; 
who are ever asking. Who will shew us 
any good? or seeking, like the eastern 



27 

monarch, the inventor of a new pleasure ; — 
come to the couch and the dying hour of 
the Christian, and learn what you must 
believe — what you must practise — what 
you must become, if you would be truly 
and finally happy. *'The righteous," it 
is said, "hath hope in his death:" and 
though, truly, at that awful moment, 
when pain rends the frame, or the whole 
head is sick unto death; when the pros- 
-pect of the dark and dreary tomb can 
hardly fail to strike a chilling terror to 
the best-fortified heart : when a long fare- 
well is about to be pronounced to objects 
on which the purest affections had repos- 
ed; when the warm and cheerful pre- 
cincts of day, the blue vault, the rich- 
wrought pavement in this fair palace of 
nature, are about to be relinquished; 
and an abode tg be entered, where the 
worm, the sole companion, is about to 
supply the place of father, and sister, and 
brother ; above all, when the recollection 
of those thousand imperfections and lapses, 
which stain the record of the best-spent 

c 2 
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life, will summon up within the delicate 
conscience some portion of shame, of dis- 
trust, of reluctance to advance to judg- 
ment; though it were presumption to 
affirm, that then, even the holiest among 
men can, or ought to die with entire tran- 
quillity; there is yet a general remem- 
brance of right principles, of pure motives, 
of uniform fidelity, of habitual integrity 
of purpose, which, cannot but speak the 
departing spirit of the Christian into com- 1 
posure, and embolden it to look up to the ^ 
cross of Christ, as a deliverance on which 
it may rest with humble assurance of 
faith. In the mean time, the Divine 
Comforter, the Spirit of peace and joy, 
pours forth his balms, and confirms his, 
declaration, "Mark the perfect man, and 
})ehold the upright ; for the end of that 
man is peace/' 

Approaching nearer, you observe around 
this death-bed, the same external array 
of sadness, and dismal prognostics of de- 
parture, as you had witnessed nigh that 
of the sinner ; — the same darkness, — ^the 




29 



same stillness, — a similar circle of discon-> 
solate friends ; but when you steadfastly 
regard him, for whom the sorrows of these 
friends are flowing, you find not the same 
cloud lowering on his brow; the same; 
terror, or what is worse, the same callous 
indifference, depicted on his countenance. 
You find meekness, patience, resignation, 
serenity, like a hovering troop of cherubs ; 
and delightfrd retrospection, and humble 
hope, and chastened joy ; and the grate- 
fill acquiescence in release ; and the glad 
anticipating glance, that darts forward 
into the courts of God. You find a soul 
desirous to forget itself: — ^to think only 
of those whom it is preparing to leave be- 
hind ; anxious to impart to them a last 
lesson of wisdom, and by descanting on 
futurity, to soothe and to console their 
sorrow. ** Let each prepare for his own 
inevitable hour : let faith, piety, holiness 
smooth the bed of death, that the passage 
from world to world may be welcomed ; 
and that the pillow may be soft on which 
the last sleep is to be taken. Think and 
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mourn for yourselves, and for your chil- 
dren : I go to my Father and your Father : 
— ^were your faith clear — ^were your views 
correct — ^were your regard pure, ye would 
rejoice." Thus, like a venerable patriarch, 
distributing blessings, instructing his 
household, prophecying of hereafter, he 
meets death as an event, of which he had 
lessened the horrors, by rendering them 
long familiar in meditation ; and assuaged 
the pains, by a life of vigilance. He re- 
signs his spirit as gently as he had pos- 
sessed it ; and the same peace which he 
had enjoyed while yet living, (the meed 
of a conscience unruffled but by ripplings 
of evil,) continues to beam upon his aspect 
after the soul hath forsaken its tenement, 
— hath become the charge of kindred intel- 
ligences, and is pursuing its way through 
the heavens. 

I well know, brethren, that on hearing 
this recital, — ^though feeble the tongue that 
hath rehearsed it, — one sentiment, one 
wish pervades every breast ; **May I die 
the death of the righteous, aj^l may my 
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last end be like his." But have you duly 
weighed the means of attaining this latter 
end ? Is it distinct in your apprehension, 
that to LIVE THE LIFE of the righteous 
istheneediul preparation for dying his 
death? 

What, in truth, is life, or how ought it 
to be estmiated ? A wise man, a believer, 
will regard it as only an opportunity of 
maJdr^ his calling and election sure : as 
a brief season to be occupied in one con- 
tinual preparation for death. But how 
differently do the multitude regard it! 
Assured of dissolution, ccmtmually threat- 
ened with it, they live as though it were 
afar off— as though they were to live for 
ever. Like secure mariners, whose sea- 
way is amidst destruction, seeing wrecks 
floating around them, and a horizon in- 
volved in mists; and well kn.owing a 
perilous shore to be at hand, — ^they quit 
the rudder, and set the sails, and suffer 
the vessel to drive at the mercy of wind 
and tide. Like random or indolent tra- 
vellers, they loiter when they should pro*- 
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ceed — ^they strike into each inviting by- 
path, till the shadows of night surprise 
them« 

Dissolve, child of heaven, this &tal en- 
chantment. Assume once more thy cloak 
and thy scrip : bind on thy sandals, and 
seek the heavenly Zion, with thy face 
turned thitherward. Seek it with every 
feculty of thy soul — seek it by every ac- 
tion of thy life. Look not wistfully back 
on the sinful city whence thou hast 
escaped: nor return to the inglorious 
trucking village of Emmaus, from the 
noble career to which thy Lord had beck- 
oned thee« Mistake not thy inn for thy 
home ; — ^thy cottage of clay for thine ever- 
lasting dwelling. 

Engage in the concerns, participate the 
satis&ctions of the present scene, as one 
going a journey, with thy loins girded, 
and thy staff not laid aside, nor the latchet 
of thy shoes unloosed. Often recall thy 
thoughts from the mart of occupation, 
and the crowds of pleasure; and observe, 
like the chosen people, a feast of taber- 
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nacles, a solemn memorial^ that thou art 
a dweller in tents. 

So when death shall sooner or later 
arrive, to detach thee more completely 
from the surrounding scene, his blow may 
be welcomed as that happy consumma- 
tion which transmits thee to '' the rest 
remaining for the people of God;" to a 
better country, that is, to an heavenly, 
prepared for all those who by faith and 
continuance in well-doing, look for the 
glorious appearance of their Lord and 
Saviour. To thee will it belong to ex- 
claim, with confident hope, "For I know, 
that when the earthly house of this taber- 
nacle shall be dissolved,— when the wilder- 
ness of life shall have been quitted — ^the 
Jordan of death passed — ^and the promised 
land entered, I have a sabbath of my 
pilgrimage, I have the durable temple 
on Moriah, instead of the shifting tent of 
the desert — I have a house in reserve, 
not made with hands, whose builder and 
maker is God, — eternal in the heavens.' 
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LECTURE II 



THE GRAVE. 



LECTURE II. 



JOB, XXX. 23. 
The house appointed for all living. 

In the centre of ancient Rome was erected 
a gilded pillar — ^to which all the public 
waysy leading to that vast metropolis of the 
world, converged. Thus do the various 
walks and pursuits of human life, termi- 
nate alike in one issue — ^the grave. Whe- 
ther we join the band of holy pilgrims, ot 
of lawless rebels, we shall reach at last 
a common resting-place' in our jouimey. 
Whether we select the wide or the nar- 
row way, whether we prefer the high 
road of occupation, or the secret by-path 
of retirement — ^there is a point where these 
tracks meet; — a column to which they 
equally conduct. 

Let us go forth in imagination for a 
moment among the mansions of silence. 
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— and contemplate the scene of desola- 
tion; the multiplied image of death. 
What find we here? A surface of liv- 
ing vegetation, overspreading a soil 
of animal decay. The ground has risen 
and swollen with the transmuted spoils 
of life ; and its richness is the moul- 
dering corpse. The sinewy cords of man- 
hood, — ^the rosy light of youth, — the 
blooming cheek of infancy; — ^these — 
these supply the juices, which feed this 
green turf, and those painted wild flowers 
whereon we tread. 

To give method to our reflections, we 
may regard the receptacle of all living, in 
four several points of view. 

1st. As a monument recording the true 
estimate of terrestrial concerns. 

2d. As a place of rest. 

3d. As the porch of eternity : and — 

4th. As the extreme boundary of pro- 
bation. 

1 . When we calmly regard this abode 
of inaction and forgetfulness, as recording 
the true estimate of terrestrial concerns — 
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how does their magnitude dwindle in our 
estimation! Howvain do they appear! how 
worse than vain seems immoderate anxiety 
in toiling for them! What is worldly glory, 
when soon a few feet of earth shall bound 
the possessions of him, whose ambition 
embraced the globe ? What is the love 
of worldly wealth, when the cottager who 
rests beneath the grassy mould— sleeps 
there as soundly as the tenant of the mau- 
soleum ? How silent, how insensible are 
the ashes of our forefathers, who here repose 
within their narrow beds! Where are 
the passions that agitated their bosom, — 
the hopes that flattered,-*— the joys that 
delighted,— the cares that at least waked 
agreeable excitement,— the sympathies, 
whose very tears, were the tears of plea- 
sure ? ' ' Also their love, and their hatred, 
and their envy, is now perished : neither 
have they any more a portion for ever, in 
any thing that is done under the sun."* 

A cemetery, with its population slunf*- 
bering in the dust, and with all its mar- 

* Eccles. ix. 6. 
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ble monuments and vbible records of 
mortality — speaks an awful lesson— to 
the pride, and the jealousy, and the strife, 
that are conversant in the present scene. 
Like the roll of the prophet, it is written 
within and without — ^with wailing, and 
lamentations, and woe. It is, in emblem, 
what the sentence prescribed by the 
wisest king, at the conclusion of his 
encyclopcedia of knowledge, was, in 
words, '^vaiiity of vanities-^aith the 
preacher — all is vanity/* 

True, from the silent tenants, and from 
the sad memorials of the place, there 
issueth no sound of speech, or audible 
language. Nevertheless, their noiseless 
voices are heard among them : — ^heard 
while they der^e the turmoil beyond 
their enclosures — and passing from bitter 
sarcasm to solemn monition, remind us, 
as we meditate amidst the field of desola- 
tion, what shadows we are,, and what 
shadows we pursue. 

2. This leads us, next, to contemplate 
the Grave, as a place of rest. Apart from 
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all hopes of what is reserved beyond it, 
the children of sorrow might enjoy a me- 
lancholy satisfaction^ in looking to the lap 
of earth as the home where their suffer- 
ings are to terminate ;---'the pillow on 
which the weary head shall lay itself 
down, forget the past, and rest from its 
labours. Supposing that your Redeemer 
had never come forth from the tomb,— or 
that an ulterior existence were scarce even 
a matter of conjecture; it would yet 
charm the severer dispensation of dis- 
tress ; it would speak the breaking heart 
into a pensive tranquillity, to reflect that 
every hour is taking a grain from the 
measure of adversity ; — ^tJiat the author 
of calamity hath erected the tomb as its 
bounding pillar ; — ^that he hath provided 
an asylum, a region of oblivion and of 
peace — ^where woe shall cease to weep, 
and patience to suffer ; — ^where indigence 
may at length find a refuge from the buf- 
fets, and shame from the scoffings of the 
world. 

3. But, thanks be unto Him who hath 
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brought immortality to light, we are not 
left with this sad solace of adversity ; but 
are, thirdly, taught to regard the grave, 
as the porch of eternity. Mournful in- 
deed would be the lot of man, had he 
no fairer promise amidst the evils of 
life, than the refuge of eternal sleep: 
no richer balm than the miserable com-^ 
fort of annihilation. Truly dismal would 
seem the receptacle of all living, to the 
eye, which could penetrate no further 
than its frightful entrance. Men of other 
times, generations that have passed away, 
-^perpetual, and without a dawn, is youi 
night of stillness ; — ^we call, but ye hear 
not our voices^ nor shall ye know that 
your names are remembered. Silent, for 
ever silent are the patterns of piety, the 
luminaries of wisdom, the demigods of 
renown — ^whom in life we have not seen 
or known, but in whose society, having 
read or heard report of their excellence, 
we might have looked, under the influence 
of happier assurances, for a portion of our 
blessedness in a higher sphere. Heroes 
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of ancient and of modem days,— warrioi^ 
who spread dismay, or opposed injustice 
on the earth, — statesmen, whose councils 
influenced the fate of empires,— orators, 
who chained the attention, and swayed 
the will of multitudes ; — ^philosophers, 
historians, poets, inventors in art, whether 
your impulse were philanthropy, or your 
passion were fame, — ^here are mingled 
your remains with those g£ the obscure 
peasant, — ^alike the food of the worm, — 
the tenants of the dungeon, — ^and igno- 
rant of what is passing but a few feet 
above you. Of what avail prove n6w the 
flights of your genius, or the monuments 
of your pride ; — ^the works of your munii- 
ficence, or the story of your deeds ? To 
you, all these things are now, as though 
they had never been. What though here 
the wicked do indeed cease from troubling, 
and the slave is free from his master : — 
and the prisoners repose together ; and 
the weary be at rest ? — ^while conscious- 
ness, motion, life, have utterly ceased ; 
and while no other, better sensitive 
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change is prepared/ We tread over the 
bodies of a blended multitude ;— of the 
throngs of cities, and the hermits of de- 
serts;— of the instructors of our child- 
hood, the companions of our toils, the 
sharers of our secret counsels ; — ^the aged 
relative, and the speechless babe. Mourn- 
ful going forth I vast family of death ! — 
the eaith that is heaped over you, cannot 
be disturbed from within : — on the eyes 
that have closed upon the cheerful light 
of day, its rays are never again to beam. 
To the same land of forgetfulness we are 
ourselves proceeding: — ^pushed forward 
with a certainty which cannot be shunned ; 
and a celerity which it is impossible to 
slacken. The day is not distant, and 
may be now about to come forth, when 
we shall be added to this vast heap of 
desolation, and forgotten; — ^when the 
earthly frame will crumble among its 
kindred clods of the valley; — and the 
unbound breath of life, having finished its 
work, will " vanish into thin air." How 
lighter than vanity seem the attainments 
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of life, and O ! how doubly oppressive all 
its burthens, — ^when we think, that after 
we have borne about, for a few short and 
evil days, this frail and feverish being, — 
the hillock of turf will alone mark out 
our place ; the head shall be laid down 
on the bed of forgetfulness, and we shall 
go thither, whence we shall not return ! 
Away all romantic desires of higher moral 
attainment, than barely suffices to pre- 
serve oiur good name from materially 
suffering, in the estimation of a corrupt 
and a surface-seeing world ! Away ! for 
what remains but to make the most of 
present time, to eat and to drink, since 
to-morrow we die ; and since all the rest 
is darkness, and is nothing. 

Such, such would be the dreary con- 
dition of man, if unapprized, if unassured 
of futurity :--r-and here would close, in 
gloom and in hcnrror, all the sorrowful 
reflections, which a visit to the sepul- 
chre could suggest. Whithersoever, 
under these views, he should cast his 
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eyes for consolation — all the ordinary 
occasions of agreeable sensations, around, 
beneath, above, would to him appear 
blasted and unpleasurable. ' Walking 
abroad in the spring, he would but de- 
plore those happier days, of an innocence, 
no more to return— of which the budding 
foliage, and the fresh creation ^oke : but 
would not there trace the analogy of resur- 
rection. Listening to the voice of music, 
he would lose those promises of heavenly 
choirs, and of a brighter world, which 
constitute its highest charm ; — ^under the 
loss of friends, he could know nothing ot 
re-union; and in decyphering the mystic 
characters of the starry heavens, he would 
be utterly dissevered from all purer in- 
formation« 

Wandering along the shore of a dark 
ocean, to which no certain boundary of 
opposite coast could be descried; — he 
Would hold on in his way, — ^by turns in- 
temperate and dejected, — the slave of im- 
pulse, the idolater of the present, and 
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satisfied, even in his best moods and mo- 
ments, with the scantiest acquisitions in 
holiness. 

To us, however, whom revelation hath 
certified, that when dust returns imto 
dust, not the spark of vitality, but the 
unfettered soul, the conscious eniana- 
tion from heaven, shall remount on a 
wing of insoluble identity, unto the pre- 
sence of him who -gave it ; an ampler, 
nobler range of thought and of hope is 
opened. To us, the ground of the ceme- 
tery yet teems with animation, and the 
ashes of our forefathers glow with their 
wonted fires. We wait for a mommg, 
when the earth, to which they are com- 
mitted, shall render back her invaluable 
deposit : — ^when travailing, as doth the 
mother, she shall, at one fiiiit&l pang, 
restore all her children unto a second life. 
'' And he said unto me — Son of man, can 
these dry bones live? and I answered, 
O Lord God, thou knowest." To thee, 
the builder of the living fabric, it is an 
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easy labour to gather together and re- 
arrange its scattered fragments.* To 
thee, the great husbandman, who hast 
summoned from the earth the first fruits, 
it is but the breath of a volition — ^to 
bring to life the whole harvest. How 
gladly do we listen to the voice of thy 
holy prophet, speaking in the person, and 
announcing beforehand the errand of thy 
Divine Son; — -the deliverer from the dun- 
geon, and the grand propitiation for sin, 
'*I will ransom them from the power of 
the grave— I will redeem them from 
death — O death ! I will be thy plagues — 
O grave ! I will be thy destruction V* 
How gladly, after the announcement 
had been verified, the deliverance com- 
pleted, and the propitiation ofiered up, 
do we listen to the exulting echo, re- 
sponding from the voice of thy holy apos- 
tle, " O death, where is now thy sting ! 
O grave, where is thy victory !" 
Thus assured, it is ours to interrogate 

* Ezek. xxxvii. 3. 
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the grave concerning its hidden treasures, 
and to unravel many mysterious dealings 
of Providence. The sorrovirer can now 
traverse the field of death, the place of 
desolation, with calmness. He can mark 
the green sod, which covers his earthly 
pleasures and hopes, with a soul resigned 
and satisfied. There, he can say, reposes 
my revered relative : — ^that shorter span 
of earth marks out where an infant is laid. 
Silent, beneath this hallowed urn, is the 
fHend that loved as a brother. But here 
are no more than the spoils of mortality, 
abiding the restoration of spirits. For 
know, O grave, that thou shalt render 
back thy trust ; ** and with high interest 
too :" — and thy clods shall leap into life ; 
and be informed with a new animation ; 
— and I shall know once more those 
whom I have known ; and the clasp of 
resurrection shall be indissoluble. 

It was a dim surmise respecting this 
resuscitation, su^ested by lofty inquiry, 
or by weeping friendship, that dictated, 
even among heathen nations, a reverence 
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fpr the abodes of the departed. No 
gteaiiXT affliction cx)uld be cpjaqeived ]than 
the want of. burial: — ^nor severer crwlty 
than the denial of it :* — nor hieavier im- 
precation than the wish that it might not 
be obtained. The great Athenian legis- 
lator devoted to liie ^infernal furies, the 
impious violators of the sepulchre. In- 
deed the place of graves was in aU cpun- 
l^ies secure under the protection of reli- 
gion :— and a state was even held to be 
in danger, if tbzt asylum of the dead were 
ever disturbed. It was, no doubt, the 
hope of rejoining beloved friends in a 
world to come ; and a desire to mitigate 
the bitterness of inevitable present se- 
paration, which created this veneration 
for the Gods of the Manes. This pleas- 
ing sentiment was well known to the 
Jews :t and is folly confirmed by Chris- 
tianity I — whose churches are built over 
the repositories of death, and surrounded 
by precincts consecrated to inhumation. 

^ Psalm^ Ixxix. 1, 2, 3. f Ecdes. n. 3. 
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Survivors delight^ in most parts, to de- 
corate these resting-places, with the 
fairest sculptures of art, and the ten- 
derest efiusibns of affection : they adorn 
the churchyard with flowers, emble- 
matic of second animation ; and with 
evergreens,^ significant either of perpe- 
tual remembrance in the living, or of 
imperishable life in the departed. There 
broods the melancholy yew, casting its 
protecti(Hi over the interred body : and 
the dark funereal cypress spires toward 
heaven, to indicate whither the spirit 
is gone. The departed are conceived 
to delight in these honours; and to re- 
joice when "the clods of the valley 
are thus made sweet unto them."* In 
the mean time, murderers, excluded 
from the sacred pale, are not gathered 
to their fathers in the repose of the 
grave : ' but by a terrible infliction of 
the majesty of the law, are cast forth 
from the decent rites of sepulture, as if 
they were aliens from the species to 

♦ Job, xxi. 32. 
D 2 
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which we all belong. And let modern 
and spurious liberality say what it will, 
this general respect for the remains of 
the deceased, is well deserving of being 
kept up, as connected with the creed of 
Christianity. Let anatomical science 
turn liberalism to its profit, and snatch 
the bodies of those who think that bodies 
ought to be snatched : but let the hum- 
ble believer be left in the enjoyment of 
his notion, that rudely to violate the 
abodes of mortality, is but part of an in- 
fidel plan for teaqhi;ig^ or 9t least a means 
of teaching the common peopje, that no- 
thing survives the destruction of their 
mortal basing, and that death is an eteraal 
sleep. The tppxb in which the Author of 
Christianity was laid, was constructed at 
once for ornament aud security. " There 
was a garden, and in the garden a sepul- 
chre : and it was hewn out of a rock : 
and guarded by a ponderous stone." Nay, 
" I implore to rest in peace" was admired 
even by an Infidel, as the most affecting 
of all monum^ntaj inscriptions. It is the 
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voice which Fancy would conceive as 
coming from the grave, provided the dead 
could speak. 

4. But though the grave be not, to our 
consciouisi&ess, the furthest verge of the 
universe ;— -though we know it to be the 
gate by which we and all men pass from 
the visible to the invisible world — it is 
still entitled to attention, as the extreme 
boundary of probation. The tree lies as 
it falls. We bid adieu for ever to the 
shores which we are passing ; for when 
the vessel has once reached its destined 
port, it neither returns nor repeats its 
course. " Lazarus, come forth,'* was a 
miracle ; a deviation from the course of 
nature. The tomb heard, in its cavities, 
the awful mandate. It heard — ^it obeyed 
— ^it gave back its prey ; then straight- 
way closed its gates, and shut up its se- 
crets, until the time of the restitution of 
all things. We, when we have once 
descended thither, cannot return to light, 
to amend what we have done amiss, or to 
perform what we have neglected. No 
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change of heart can take place therjs^ 
He that is unjust,, must be unjust still ; 
he that is condemned, is condeinned for 
ever: he that is lost cannot be. found. 
He that tastes the second death, can- 
not be spiritually, alive again. T|iere, 
there is to us neither work nor device, — 
nor counsel, nor wisdom— rnor repen- 
tance. 

. Let us not evade the truth :--r-we know 
that our appointed labour,r-T-a labour to 
be performed on earth, or not to be per- 
formed at all, — is no easy, no trivial task 
of an hour. Jt is comprehensive and 
difficult: embracing our duties to God; 
repentance from dead works ; the cruci- 
fying of the old man — faith, worship, 
holiness, perseverance : — ^and our duties to 
our brethren — activity and usefulness: 
example, coimsel, restitution— charity 
towcH^s their bodies and souls. For ful- 
filling this circle of various offices — ^the 
time allowed is brief : a portion of it gone, 
and what remains uncertain* What, 
then, is the inference? If such be the 
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character of what bnr hand findeth to do, 
and such the character of the time as- 
signed for doing it, surely wisdom coun- 
sels that we ought to do it with our might. 
This is certain, whether we speak with 
reference t6 temporal, or to our more 
strictly spiritual concerns. Even in the 
labours of bur calling, in the accomplish- 
ment of worldly schemes, so far as they 
niay coihport with innocence, or consti- 
tute duty — ^the impending night incites 
us not to be slothful in business. He 
who piitteth his hand to the plough, will 
do wen to beware of looking back, or <tf 
loitering in his toil : and he who goeth 
late iiito the field of industrious exer- 
tion, must hasten to redeem the time. 
Now to redeem the time, is to husband 
what remains of it !— to make a proper 
arrang^ent and distribution of our days. 
It is to intersperse momekts of medita- 
tion among the nouns of bodily or men- 
tal toil ; and to give no more to pleasure 
than is needful fbi^ the recruiting of the 
spirits. It is to resolve in the mOTuing — 
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to act in the day — ^to reflect at night. It 
is to desist from the chase of objects, 
frivolous and contemptible in themselves, 
— or irrelevant to the main business of 
our calling. Whatsoever, we take in 
hand it is tQ remember the end, that we 
may nevi&r do amiss ; — ^and by proposing 
the divine glory as the scope and mark 
of our undertakings, to consecrate the 
whole routine of life and conversation, as 
a series of acts of service towards God. 
This is to redeem the time. 

But if wisdom dictate such prudence 
and diligence with respect to the vain 
schemes, and perishable acquisitions of 
the present life ; which however innocent 
and beneficial in themselves, are not im- 
mediately and directly connected with 
salvation, — ^by how imperious a voice are 
we exhorted to execute with our might — 
without hesitating — ^without procrastina- 
tion, — ^the great, the interesting, the in- 
dispensable work of preparing the spirit 
for eternity. This is the thing eminently 
and essentially belonging to our peace : 
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it is the work, of which the neglect in this 
our day, deprives us of happiness and of 
hope for ever. You may leave the stately 
mansion which you have founded, un- 
finished; and your heir will render it 
habitable for himself: the agriculture of 
your estate not completed, and hre never 
the woree for it in futurity. Blamelessly 
may you relinquish your plans of emolu- 
ment or honour : — ^for there may be low- 
liness in competence, modesty in retire- 
ment; — ^and both conditions are favoura- 
ble to piety and perseverance. Your 
economy may be easy;— your industry 
moderate : — and all may nevertheless 
continue prosperous and well with you : 
— ^for overstrained frugality is the idolatry 
of covetousness ; and Martha may be too 
careful and troubled about many things. 
If you have neglected the care of your 
health ; — if you have fallen into difficul- 
ties or distress ; — ^you may even yet hope 
for a favourable change, or at the worst, 
look to death as a deliverance from suffer- 
ing. But if you now neglect the one 

d5 
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thing needful ; — if you suffer this irre- 
coverable opportunity to pass unimproved, 
—if you unhappily procrastinate tiie in- 
terests of immortality, you are cut off 
from all expectation ; — ^bereft of all solace ; 
—destitute of all resource.. You fling 
into the wide ocean the pearl of rich price. 
You cast away an advantage which it is 
impossible to retrieve ;-^and forfeit a feli- 
city of which you never can supply the 
absence. 

While an hour yet retnainis then^ arise 
and be doing. While you still live and 
move upon the surface of this earthly 
ball, — nor are mingled with the thousands 
who sleep within its bosom, while you 
walk above graves, which yet you do not 
occupy, while you yet tread upon the 
worm, by which you will speedily be 
-devoured, — sue for the Christian graces 
of forgiveness and of spiritual succour. 
Avoid the inactivity, in order to escape 
the £aite, of the unprofitable, and on that 
account the guilty and convicted servant. 
Hasten to work the work of him that 
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hath sent you ; — ^who clothes himself iu 
terrors when he urges its completion, by 
commanding the grave to yawn before 
each step of your path in life ; — ^but whose 
calls subside as it were into the summer 
breeze — ^when he invites you with the 
still small voice within, — ** Why stand ye 
here all the day idle; — go ye into the 
vineyard, though it be now the eleventh 
hour; — and what is right I will give 
you." 
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ECCLESIASTES, Xtl. 7. 

Then shall the dtcst return unto the earth as 
it was: and the spirit shall return unto 
God who gave it. \ 

Th A T man is 4^1:ined to exist; throughout 
etemity^-*-:isapoint<m which jaJ^^ denomir 
nutioi^ of ChristiaHs are agi^eed. But 
whether his gonsciotj^ existexice ceases 
at the m^meDt of deajth^T-^d after ?t long 
slumber of insensibility, is resumed at the 
hour of general resurrection ; or whether^ 
when once called into existence he never 
ceases to be conscious, — is a (question 
s^gitated between Orthodox Christians on 
the one hand ; — ^and Deistical Christians, 
spoiled by false philosophy, on the other. 
This question, philosophicsilly considered 
--^involves another, concerning the na* 
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ture of the human soul. Is the soul or 
spirit a mere attribute of the body — a 
rational intelligence produced by na- 
tural couBequence from the exquisite 
structure of the visible frame ? In other 
words — ^is it '* material V Or is it a dis- 
tinct emanation from heaven^ — super- 
added to the living man, and placed 
within his animated frame — ^like an in- 
telligent engineer — ^who conducts a ma- 
chinery exquisite in itself? In other 
wwds, is the principle of rationality and 
of moral feeling in man, Immaterial? 

To enter at tibis time — ^into a philoso- 
phical discussion of this question — ^would 
be a vain effort to compress within the 
limits of half an hour, a comprehensive 
subject, which could not, in such a space, 
be treated otherwise than superficially. 
To discuss it philosophically — in this 
PLACE, — ^would perhaps be to speak in 
an unknown tongue — ^to the great bulk of 
the auditory . ^ 

Our clnef concern is to inquire — how 
"ftr the inmiateriality g( the soul — ^it& 
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capability a^d power of existing inde- 
pendently of the corporeal organs, — ^is 
spt fpyth by revealed. religion ? — and how 
fjsur the sai9e authority warrants us to 
conclude — ^that the spirit will actually 
exist, in an intermediate state, between 
death and judgment? 

But what do we mean by the *' soul," 
or "spirit?" Not the mere principle of 
animal life — ^possessed by man in common 
with the other animals. That is breathed 
away, at death, alike by a fly, a worm, or 
any of the human species : and in this 
sense quibblers might get rid of the ex- 
pression in our text, by affirming— that 
' ' the return of the spirit to God who 
gave it," — signifies no more than the dis- 
persion of the principle of life in all ani- 
ma]^» into the gr<eat atmosphere of vitality . 
What, then, is to be understood by the 
'* soul" or "spirit" of Man 1 

We read — ^in the second chapter of the 
book of Genesis, "that the Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the ground ; 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
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of life ; and man became a living soul/'* 
Now this expression, being used with re- 
ference to man only; and to no other liv- 
ing animal, implies the divine afflation of 
a spiritual intelligence, — superinduced 
upon that principle of vitality, which is 
common to man, and to the whole animal 
creation. 

From this position — ^it is a necessary 
consequence, that by the return of the 
spirit, at the hour of dissolution, to God 
who gave it — ^is signified, the survivance 
and continued separate existence of that 
particle of heavenly intelligence, so dis* 
tinct from the breath of animal life ; — 
together with all those recollections and 
feelings acquired in life, — ^which by being 
synonimous with consciousness, consti- 
tute the very stamp and essence of 
identity. Whatever, therefore, may be 
minutely meant by the return of this 
spirit Unto God who gave it — in whatever 
part of the universe it may be placed,— 

♦ Verse 7. 
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it exists immediately after death in a dis- 
tinct and disembodied state, as a thinks 
ing^ conscious, individual being. 

The main strength of those who hold 
the opposite argument, and link Material* 
ism with Christianity — ^rests in the pains 
taken by Scripture, to prove a proper re- 
surrection of the body: which, they 
maintain, is a doctrine of no importance, 
if — ^the conscious spirit— Jiave never died, 
— but enjoys a separate existence. What 
would any man care, what became of his 
dust ; — or why should so vain an inquiry 
be made about the process of its resus- 
citation and recomposition, if the purer 
part, — all that thinks^ and knows, and 
reasons, and feels, exists independently 
of union with that dust? Nay, if the 
conscious spirit survives death,— capable 
of enjoying the happiness of eternity,— 
to prove a resurrection of the body is 
worse than of no signification. It is to 
introduce a doctrine, not only super- 
fluous, but repulsive. It is to assert a 
labour to be performed by God — ^not 
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merely unnecessary— but degrading. For 
if the conscious particle of divinity con- 
tinue immortal, after its disengagement 
from its dust — to re-unite it to that dust, 
is to debase it with a corporeal mixture, 
— and to clog the wing of a pure spirit 
with a needless weight of clay. 

The strength of this argument rests 
mainly on that beautiful portion of St. 
Paul's writings, the 15th chapter of the 
first epistie to the Corinthians, — ^intro- 
duced into our impressive burial service : 
and since this chapter certainly incul- 
cates the resurrection of the body— it 
may be well to examine — critically — ^its 
drift, and general argument. 

Advert, then^ to the state of opinions in 
the time of the Apostles. The Epicu- 
reans and Sadducees being materialists, 
that is, thinking the soul to be only an 
attribute of the body — conceiving the 
reasoning powers to be only the natural 
result of a superior organization in man, 
— and arguing consequentiy against the 
immortality of the soul, from the mouK 
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deiing of the bodily frame — ^it is plain 
that this conclusion would be a sound 
and unanswerable deduction from the 
premises,«^unless God were to recom- 
pose iiie scattered particles of the de- 
ceased body, and furnish it with its 
former organization and recollections. 
The first object of St. Paul, therefore, 
is to prove the resunrection of the body — 
against these philosophers and sceptics ; 
—and this he does, by analogy, from the 
sowing and springing up of grain — ^which 
is not qiuckened, except it die. 

But, on the other hand, that a spirit, 
when disengaged from its bodily frame 
at the moment of death, was re*absorbed 
into the vast ocean of spirit, — ^and there 
wholly and irrecoverably lost; and that its 
immortality consisted in its being a part 
and parcel of the wide ever-living prin- 
ciple <rf motion, vegetation, and life ; — 
was likewise a favourite sentiment among 
certain philosophers of the ancient world. 
On this hypothesis, all consciousness was 
lost-^U identity was lost in death :-— 




iK 
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and it is mere trifling to prove immor- 
tality in that sense — ^because immortality 
is an object of no desire or interest with- 
out happiness, and there can be no hap- 
piness without consciousness. Death in 
this view would still be an object of 
horror : and would be regarded as another 
word for annihilation :— for what non- 
sense is it to tell me of the survival of my 
soul as a portion of the great living prin- 
ciple of the universe — ^if I am never more 
to exist as an individual; to know — to 
remember— to love — ^to feel— to think — 
to converse— or to enjoy. St. Paul was 
concerned, then-^to combat this notion 
likewise. In order to make eternity a 
thing desirable— to give true consolation 
under the loss of friends,— ^-and to impart 
tranquillity in death — it was necessary 
for God to raise again the deceased body 
— and for St. Paul to prove that he raised 
it ; — as a substratum of identity, — as a 
case or habitation for the former indivi- 
dual and partner spirit ; — as a means and 
MtufiBfie of xxmseiousQess. This, ac- 
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€ordingly, you will find to be next proved 
by the apostle, in the fine chapter re- 
ferred to ; — ^by shewing that as in Adam 
all die, — so in Christ — and after the man- 
ner of Christ — that is — in distinct indi- 
viduality, — ^shall all be made alive. 

But here another set of objections would 
present themselves to both these classes 
of opponents, but particularly to the ma- 
terialist philosophers. 

It might be justly said, — ^that the bodily 
fi'ame, having contained vsrithin itself the 
seeds of decay and dissolution, and hav- 
ing thus once died ;— would, even if its 
particles could be again collected and 
put together, again moulder into its na- 
tive dust. St. Paul allows this to be a 
fair conclusion. He closes with it : he 
admits it : he boldly and positively de- 
clares it to be in the nature of things 
impossible — that flesh and blood, — 
the present mortal structure of the hu- 
man body, should inherit the kingdom of 
heaven — ^neither doth or can corruption 
inherit incorruption. And what is the 
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consequence ? What are his next words ? 
How does he deliver Christianity out 
of this difficulty? " Behold I shew you 
a mystery — in a moment — in the twink- 
ling of an eye, at the last trump — we 
shall all be changed ; — ^we shall be raised 
incorruptible : — ^for this corruptible must 
put on incorruption — and this mortal 
must put on immortality." This argu- 
ment is turned by him, throughout the 
greater part of the chapter — ^with all the 
arts of eloquence. The diflFerence be- 
tween the corruptible dust which is in- 
terred, and the incorruptible frame into 
which it shall be transmuted, — ^is insist- 
ed on with various beautiful illustrations^ 
and with the finest rhetorical antitheses. 
Illustrations : — ^for he represents it as 
the paler glory of the moon— to the 
dazzling splendour of the sun : — as the 
dim and watery sickliness of a distant 
star, to the full brilliance of the evening 
folding-planet. Antitheses : — ^for it is 
•own iii corruption — ^it is raised in incor- 
ruption : — ^it is sown in dishonour ; it is 
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raised in glory : — it is sown in weakness; 
— it is raised in power :— it is sown a 
natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body. 

On the whole, therefore, it is clear, 
that the pains taken by St. Paul to prove 
the resurrection of the body — do not lead 
to the conclusion — ^that the soul is the 
result of a finely organized body, and 
cannot exist without it : — or that its na- 
ture, when not embodied, is to dissolve 
in the circumfluous element of imma- 
teriality ; — ^but that the soul — ^which, 
when it once existed, never ceased, and 
never could cease to be, is not only some- 
thing distinct from the animal frame,— 
but is restored to a glorious, incorruptible 
firame, in order to assure us of our iden- 
tity, * consciousness, and imperishable- 
ni, in futurity. 

It would be impossible, within the 
short limits here assigned to me, to pro- 
duce aU the scriptural proofs of the soul's 
existence in an inter inediate state. I 
must therefore content myself with a very 

£ 
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li^n- : — as specimens of the large indue* 
Hon which might be collected. 

1. We would observe, that the sleep 
of the soul from death to some remote 
period of resuscitation, is altogether an 
artificial, and sophisticated hypothesis. 
It cannot be natural, because it is con- 
trary to the current of almost universal 
belief, l^ook. to all the mythologies of 
the world — and shew me one, — ^wherein 
it is not an article of belief, that imme- 
diately upon dissolution,— the spirit passes 
into a state of happiness or punishment. 
Even the metempsychosis of the Hindoos 
is established on this principle — ^for they 
feign the soul to be transfused at the 
ijQie of death into higher or lower na- 
l22]«s in reference to the past conduct of 
individual. The views of a state 
lately subsequent to death, given 
\two great epic poets of Greece 
Ine, may afford fiedr specimens of 
jteral belief, with regard to this 
^^lar, entertained m the east and 
Bath of these poets represent the 




75 

shades of persons of whom they had 
spoken, as^ wandering m the world of 
departed spirits* The apotheosis of heroes 
and great men, (or their deification after 
death,) must be taken ad a corroborative 
fact: nor must we forget the heathen 
altars and oflFerings — " Dis Manibus" — 
that is, to souls separated from the body; 
— ^the initials of which words are as com- 
mon upon the . sepulchral monuments 
that . abound : ia every museum — ^as the 
'^ Here lieftinterred," upon our own tomb- 
stODies. 

Thatthesoul, in parting from the body 
at death, passes immediately into Abra- 
ham's.boflom,-r-was believed by the Jews, 
before. the appearance of Christ : — ^as we 
learn from aa interesting anecdote re- 
lated, by a Jewish commentator, on the 
7th; chapter of the 2d book of Maccabees. 
The mother of seven martyrs — ^afiter six 
of her sons had been slain, — ^implored 
Antiochus Epiphanes, to kill her before 
he.nlew her seventh and last son, a child 
only two years and a balf old. When 

£ 2 
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that monarch . refused-^-^Go^re-said 45he to 
the infant — ;go and tell yowr father Abra* 
ham, that I have done more than he has: 
for he only reared one. altar, and iinmo* 
lated one son: but I have : built seii^en 
altars, and offered upon them^ seven 

sons. ;• 'i 

2. Indeed this universal consent is de-^ 
pendent — secondly — ^upon universal feel* 
ing. Does not the mind instinctively 
revolt at the doctrine, which. teaches-r— 
that man, before he conies to the>enjoyr- 
ment of future happiness, has to uniier^ 
go a long probation of insensibility and 
oblivion ? , / , 

3. But to rest this point on the firmest 
ground, let us turn to the corroborations 
derived from scripture. And here, .we 
may observe, that considerable confusion 
has arisen, on this subject^ from the am- 
biguous meaning of the word hell ; and 
from an imperfection in our language^ in 
not having two words^ to distinguish the 
state of departed spirits, from the place 
of final punishment. To the words em* 
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{doyed in the apostle's creed, — *^ He de- 
scended into hell"— the expositors of the 
church catechism have found it necessary 
to sufagoin, by way of explanation, '' the 
state of deputed spirits/' The term is 
derived £rom a northern word, signifying 
to hide: — so that hell, applied to the 
body, signifies the sepulchre; and to 
the soul, the region it inhabits when 
freed fipom the body ; — ^but it is remarka- 
ble, that in the Scandinavian mythology, 
the.yalhalla, or place of departed spirits, 
which corresponds to the word hell, is 
different from the place of ultimate 
punishment. 

This invisible place, the receptacle o. 
d^)arted spirits^ had, according to the 
ancient belief, an upper region. Paradise ; 
and a lower prison, or Tartarus — and 
these were distmct, even in then* names^ 
from Heaven and Gehenna, the everlast- 
ing habitations^ severally, of the just and 
t^thd unjust. 

. It is possible, that our translators con- 
founded these important distinctions, in 
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a wilful ambiguity of expression, through 
prudent jealousy of the Catholic super*- 
stition of pui^tory, which the Teformar 
tion had recently disowned. But no two 
doctrines can in fact be more opposite, 
than purgatory and the intermediate state 
—the one being a second inx>bation after 
death : and the other implying thajt pro- 
bation is then at an end. Observing tills 
distinction however, even purgabny tOBSf 
be brought into our induction, .ails contn^ 
butmg to evince the generael TaeHei, i3uX 
the soul is an essence separate fixim tbe 
body, and instantly and 4)ontinii0i»lf 
survives the death of its partner. 

'' I knew a man in Chiifit,^^ says J3t. 
Paul, ''whether in liie body or out oUAub 
body, I cannot teil, caught; up into the 
<iiird heav^i," and afterwtards, ^^ I knevr 
such a man xsaught up into paiadiae*^ 
''The glc»ious revelations xxf the third 
heaven, and of paradise too,««HBays Bishop 
Bull, — ^were discovered to St. Paul £3rhfe 
comfort. He saw^^^^^tr^wtfae perfect 
joy^ of the third or highest heaven^ of 
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which we hope to be partakers after 
the resurrection : and then, lest so long 
an expectation should discourage us, he 
saw also the intermediate joys of para<^ 
dise,^ wherewith the souls of the faithful 
are refreshed until the resurrection ; 
send for our comfort, he tells us, that even 
thfese are inexpressible." 

The same blessed apostle, when in the 
flesh, tells us, that he desired to depart, 
ai&d to be with Jesus Christ, ^* which is 
fiyp better :— nevertheless, to abide in the 
fieshy Bays he to the Philippians, is more 
B^eiedful for you."* Here, to abide in the 
flesh, plainly signifies his 'living on 
earth ;"-^iaid to depart from the flesh — 
hi& dying* Now, how could the apostle 
&ink it— far better— or as the words 
mean-^ftur — ^rather better — ^to die than to 
tiv^, if, when he should depart from the 
body, he should be deprived of all sense, 
and sink into a lethargy and utter obli- 
vion ctf all things ? Is it not better to 

Phil. i. 23, 24. 
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have the use of our reasaning faculty , than 
to be deprived of it ? Is it not better to 
praise God, in the land of the living, than 
to be in a state wherein we can have no 
knowledge of God at all, nor be in any 
capacity of praising Him? Besides, tihe 
apostle doth not desire to die, merely that 
he might be at rest, and freed from the 
labours and persecutions attending his 
apostolic office : but chiefly, to this end, 
that he might be with Christ. Now cer- 
tainly, we are more with Christ, whiLrt 
we abide in the flesh; especially — if, l^e 
St. Paul, we keep up with him that 
holy communion, which is expressed in 
these words, " abide in me and I in you," 
- — ^than when we depart from the flesh ; 
if, WH£K we depart, we have no sense of 
Christ at all, nor of any thing else. To 
the same effect he says — '* Forme to live 
is Christ and to die is gain." If then— r 
to live was Christ — ^that is, was an ad- 
vantage through or in (Christ, — how could 
to die be gain, if death were a long in- 
sensibility? 
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And the apostle, speaking tx) the faith- 
ful in Corinth in general, joins: them thtis 
Lwithhimself: '^ We are confident, I*say, and 
wilHng, rather to be absent from the body ; 
/-^terally, to go into a foreign countvy 
from the -body,— and to be present with 
<the Lord ;"* — ^so that he speaks not of a 
privilege peculiar to himself, or a few 
'Cttiinent saints, but of the common state 
ctf ^e iadthful, immediately after deaths 
r< That 'Enoch and Elias, that Moses and 
iSaitniel^are not in the slumber of insen^ 
fiiiility, but npw alive, their history suffi*- 
citotly evincei^. These are suflScaent ear«* 
amples of an intermediate state : and alf 
though the materialist might urge, that 
Enoch and Elijah were translated, and 
were still embodied (an objection, by the 
wfey, which even in their case, disproves 
not the intermediate state) — ^yet the cases 
of Moses and Samuel (both dead and 
buried) would still remain opposed to his 
hypothesis: — ^that of Moses, who, was 
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manifestBd ccmversing Mrith Cbrist^ in his 
transfiguraticm ; that of Samuel^ who when 
invoked at Endor^ appeared in si gloriBed 
and ghostly form ;-r— foretelling to Saul 
the issue of the approaching faattibe. ** To- 
morrow shalt thou and thy sonar be with 
me."* 

Christ, we are told, when he shsdl come 
in the pomp of judgment,^ shall send his 
angels, with the sound of a trumpet^ to 
gather his elect, not from the chambers 
of the grave,— not from the low^r places 
of the earth, — but-r-from one end of h^ea^ 
VEN unto the other. Now here tiiie same 
word heaven is used as the residence of 
the elect-— and as the place where* tfaie 
sign of the Son of man shall appear; and 
from which he shall come with, glory; 
This passage receives' much light from 
another — "Even them also which sleep 
in Jesus, will God bring with hiid :'*•{■ 
bring with him, as we are told in the 16th 
verse, when Christ cometh to judgment. 

"^ 1 Sam. u. 3, 19. f* 1 Thess. iv. 14. 
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Who axb those whom Ood will bring with 
Christ at this time? Certainly not the 
bodies of the saints^. These are tHe parts 
which sleep ; — ^and which will be raised 
froin the grave; and these, therefore, 
cannot be brought with Christ, when he 
descendeth from the third heavens. The 
only answer accordingly is-^he will bring 
with hini- — ^the spirits of ihe just made 
perfect, from that intermediate state, that 
paradise where they had been assembled. 
Here too is the key, and the only key — 
to the prophecy of Enoch, as cited in the 
epistle of St, Jude— "Behold the Lord 
comeih with ten thousand of his saints, 
to execute judgment upon all; and to 
convince all the ungodly^ — of their hard 
speecheiB and ungodly deeds." 

Scripture ha4g been imparted, in 
order to furnish necessary knowledge, to 
open a door to hope ; — ^but by no means 
to satisfy an impertinent curiosity,— little 
more is known concerning an interme- 
diate state ; — ^than the fact that it exists, 
— and its name, — ^Hades, — carefiiUy and 



always distinguished from Gehenna, the 
place of eternal punishment. The place 
— ^the part of the universe where it is 
situated, and the definite nature of its 
happiness, are matters of mere conjecture. 
It is implied, however, in the doctrine — 
that some precognition — ^some preli- 
minary judgment must have taken place, 
— distinct from the general judgment; — 
that some degree of perceived felicity is 
entered into — ^that individuality still con- 
tinues — ^that the disorganized spirit is 
capable of inferior enjoyment, to that laid 
up in store for it, when it shall be invested 
with a glorious frame : — ^and that an item 
in that enjoyment is its accession to the 
spirits of the departed. 

It has been already admitted, — that 
the denial of an intermediate state does 
not absolutely supersede all hope of a 
future existence ; — ^and indeed it is denied 
by some professing Christians, who graft 
materialism upon their creed. What^ 
then, it may be asked, is the use of thi» 
discussion ? (f future existence be cer- 
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tainly our destiny, is it not a vain aipi- 
ment, a waste of time and words; — a 
parade of philosophical subtlety to inquire 
— ^at what period it shall commence? 
What does it signify, whether the con- 
scious being shall go directly fnmi death 
to a place of departed spirits, and of 
shadowy enjoyment, — or not till after the 
lapse and insensibility of a thousand years, 
which after all is no more than a long and 
profound sleep ? 

To this I reply — it signifies " much 
EVERY WAY." For, first : — ^The notion 
of continuous existence is a stronger 
prop of faith than the notion of resumed 
existence. 

2d. The prospect of immediate enjoy.- 
ment is a more powerful encouragement 
to OBEDIENCE, than that of remote en- 
joyment. 

3d. The passing directly from natural 
death to eternal life, is more analogous, 
than a sleep of the soul, to that transition 
i^m the death unto sin-^to the new 
bhrth unto righteousness — fron^ spiritual 
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(kath to spiritual life — of which the scrip- 
ture speaks : and-^ 

4th. It affords the most acceptable 
grounds of consolation. 

1. The notion of q, continuous existence 
is a stronger prop of faith, than that of 
interrupted, and afterwards resumed ex- 
istence. Take notice hei^e of thfe essen- 
tial distinetion^ — ^between existence and 
animation. By animation, *we mean the 
principle of vitality or life : common to 
man and all other animals. This may be 
suspended, as iii a swoon : or interrupted 
by death and resumed at resurrection. 
But by existence, we mean the conscious- 
ness of the rational and moral being,— ^ 
the immaterial scintillation from heaven, 
-^Which survives the dissolution of the 
bodily frame, and the dispersion and 
evanescence of the principle of life,— 
common to man and the inferior animals. 
This survives — ^not difiUsed in the fluid 
empyreal spirit, as* the mere principle of 
life may be' supposed and admitted to 
bc,--bttt stirvives as a conscious indivi- 
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dual spirits Now, althougli nothing is 
impossible with God^ — and nothing, ex* 
cept that which involves a contradiction in 
itself, — ^is too hard to be believed on com- 
petent evidence :— yet certainly it is 
easier, it is a gentler stretch of faith, to 
believe the doctrine of a future state ; — 
when we believe the sonl — ^the con- 
sciousNESs-^tobe strictly imperishable ; 
—not suspended or mterrupted by death 
—-but everduring — evet identical — ^than 
when we suppose at death— a wide and 
frightful gap in the continuity of exis- 
tence^— a long cessation, not Merely of 
life, but of the whole beingi^ . 

It is more reccHicileable to our reason and 
habits of thinking; that the immortality 
of the soul should consist in its. never 
ceasing to be, when once made an indivi- 
dual being;— in its survivmg the body 
as a pure and separate spirit, to be after- 
wards ck)(thed by God, in a frame oi finer 
materialfii^ confarmable- to the higher 
functions and enjoyments to wluchitia 
still further destined :?^than that the 
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thread a»d linked progression (^exist^tce 
should be broken off/ and that a-teii^ 
porary annihilation should take plao^ for 
tjbousands of years z-^-ait the expin^i^ of 
whidb^ a fresh act of entire creation 
shcmld call the man into a second .ej|i$^ 
tence. To the materialist, who denies^ths^ 
intelligent individuality can exist apart 
fix)m orgianized matter, — ^it is a wide stretch 
and difficult effort of belief, to think, not 
only that the scattered dust shall be Te? 
pomposed into the pristine animal frame^ 
(for that it is easy to admit) but that: a 
hew spirit, conscious of all the secrets ckf 
the old one, should be called iot the first 
time into existeiice, as the tenant of the 
newly arranged iearthly tabernacle :-*^-<»* 
rather that the particles of dust, regatber? 
ed from all the winds of heaven— should 
by a miracle resume all the reminiscences, 
hopes, affections, sympathies, which had 
once resulted from their collected mass, 
-^and long before constituted the QiXkv 
scions being. 
2. The prospect of immspxate &ar^ 
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joyment is a more powerful eficdurage- 
ment to obedience, and guafd of virtue, 
than that of REACotE enjoyment. 

This is founded in the nature of the 
human mind i — ever more affected and 
influenced by even inferior motives that 
are near/ than by strong motives that are 
<fistant. The sensual paradise of Ma- 
homet^ inmiediately to be entered upcm 
atiter the moment of death — and the lus- 
tral purgatory of the Romish church,-^ 
have acted more forcibly on the hopes 
and fears of men, — than the glorious, 
eternal, beatific vision — contemplated in 
dim and distant perspective — after a long 
sleep of the soul, from death until the day 
of judgment. The early Christians, who 
suffered in the cause of truth, were ani- 
mated to martyrdom by the hope of an 
immediate crown. To beings, hardly 
alarmed by remote dangers, or excited 
by far-directed hopes ; and prone to de- 
termine that both the good and evil of 
the day, are sufficient for tiie day; — ^it 
cannot be cmy promising omen of im- 



90 

proved obedience, to find either the good 
or the evil day afar off. On the minds 
of the great body of the people^— *4iie 
long torpor of the soul, loosens the hold 
on futurity. It thickens the horror^ of 
death— it increases the gloom of the 
grave— it sickens the heart with deferred 
hope; — ^it alienates our meditations-^ 
prospectis^— ifeelings— from a world — in 
which, our interest seems so es^ceedingly 
distant:— -we grasp the mmor gratifica- 
tion which is near and sure, while we lose 
dght of the higher happiness, and become 
sceptical Us to the dreadful pehalties,*^ 
Which remoteness shades away into un- 
^ertdnty. Would we restore the power 
of teligion on the soul — ^we must biing 
neat its far-distant recompenses^ — ^wemust 
rou^ its energies by acting upon its ima- 
gination — ^we must no longer talk of the 
torpor of centuries before reward ot 
punishment shall commence. We must 
roll away from future being the haze of 
indistinctness : we must advance it fiiom 
the vanishing point of the vista — ^to the 
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foreground in the field of vision. We must 
paint a proximate admission into a state of 
enjoyment before the resurrection of the 
body ;^^not forgetting indeed an unutter- 
able ACQUISITION of bliss and glory- 
when the assumption of a glorified body 
by the spirit, shall impart a susceptibility 
of yet more exquisite bliss ; and when 
the ordeal of general judgment shall have 
opened to its access the inner pavilions of 
etenxity. 

3. The passing directly firom natural 
death to eternal life is more ahatogoud, 
than n torpor of the soul, to thiat tmnsi- 
ticm from the death unto sin, to Ae new 
faarth unto righteousness, — ^firom ^spiritual 
death to spiritual life — of wUdi the Bcri{^ 
twpe speaks. 

The transition from a state of 6in*-^to 
a state of holiness — is frequently repre- 
sented in scripture— by passing from 
death to life, " We know," sajrs St. Paul, 
'' that we have passed from death to life 
-^because we Jove the brethren." Bap- 
tismr'-^tself^^the tr&nsition ilrom a state 
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of nature and condemnatiodDL, to a state of 
grace and acceptance, is set fattlx under 
the same figure. Now, although sudden 
and instantaneous conversions areofien 
among the triumphs of enthusiasm, rather 
than of sober Christianity,--^though 
holiness is a progressive work in the soul, 
— ^yet there is nothing in any conversion 
analogous to a long blank of insensibility 
««— except a delayed amendment, which it 
would by no means be the object of Re- 
v^tion to reconmxend. 

4. But now, in the fourth and last 
place — ^the immediate transit fix)m death 
to a sentient intermediate state, when 
compared with a long oblivk)n,--»-affords 
stronger giounds of consolation. 

Who ever left the precincts of the 
cheerful day, nor cast a longing, lingering 
look behind? What mortal can endure 
to encounter the awful hour of death,^— ^ 
without recoiling from the dark cavern of 
the sepulchre ? In that dread extremity 
--hUi ^ese last throes and agonies, — when 
all^ that pleaaed with loveliness,— kut gratis 
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fied by aceonimodatkm,*-or endeared by 
attachmefiA^-'-is about to beleft behitid — 
when the trembling spirit, — ^issuing forth 
from^ its earthly exixms^ — ^requires to be 
assured — in its flight into an unknown 
world,^ — doubtless it looks around for 
every consolati(m« It is not enough-^to 
tell it, it is gomg to be shrivelled Up, like 
an .animal which passes the winter in a 
state of numbne8s^-*-and that after cycles 
of forgetfulness, it will rise again at the 
last trump. That is the poor, the cold, 
the unsatisfying consolation, brought to 
the couch oi death by the materialist 
Christian. No ! it must be told — ^and it 
IS told by scripture rightly interpreted — 
"I am the resurrection and the life — 
saith theLord— the resurrection at the 
last day to the iofl^-~the umntermpted 
life to Me «>M^— whosoever believeth on 
me, though his body were dead — ^yet shall 
it. live— and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth on me— his^oi// shall never die/'' 
This, this is the only right interpretation 
of tiie4>assc^^ To apply the term restir- 
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rectiou tq the souU--^iSi a splecism-~a 
contr&diotii(;»3L in Ifuiguagerr-^eemg that 
c9Ja»ot risie s^Hi wM^h.. nevi^r yraa 
dead;: nor. is it lesa ab3urd--^to apply the 
term J[i£@r-abstrac[tedly. sp^tking, to the 
body^^for that is not life-r-r-which is 
only the ca^e and shell of life. The 
departi»g spirit must— m real solace 
— be tpld-^tbat the death-struggle will 
end— not, in l]iothingnessT--but: in the 
piercepti^^ of good ; — ^not in protracted 
dar^ue£f9t--but in Qoods of instant light : 
— ^that a crowd of angels is hov^iiig to 
w4ft it on wings of light into some place 
and gradation of enjoyment ; —that an 
amjy of the spirits (tf the just made per- 
fectr^are dressing its peculiar bower, and 
rehearsing th^ song of its welcome, in a 
n^w Edenr -though not in heaven: — ^that 
it is forthwith to. be refreshed in some 
fountain of peace— ^and to taste scmie early 
apples of the tree of life — ^which, though 
inferior to the fuU-flowihg river of plea- 
sure — and to the twelve manner of golden 
and mature fruits of lieaven, — ^which fol- 
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low the incorporationin its glorious frames 
—are yet infinitely ^superior to temporary 
oblivion. - 

But now— finally— rif the fiUl assurance 
of an intermediate state, impact such con^ 
solation to thejdying man, when he thinks 
merely of himself, — ^how great must be 
its value — when he travels out of himself; 
— ^and thinks of those connedted with 
him, by all the strongest.ties of life? 

Tell me not— ye cold reasonevs, of 
your long extincticm of sensilHlityr^'<tell 
me not that my repose of ages will be, no 
more liian as the grateful slumber of a 
night :-r-and that tomie it will be the 
same thing, since the long interval wtU be 
unperceived — ^to wake in a thousaddyeaj's, 
as to rise unto my happiness immediately . 
It is to no purpose that ye present these 
subtle disquisitions. Ah 1^— the longings 
of affection can brook nd such delays. , / 
want a religion which assures me that on 
the instant— ON the instant, wh^i I 
close my eyes on the present scene, I shall 
open them forthwith on my p^intH^my 
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child — ^my friend— -and my God 1-^tlitil 
not the interval of a twinkling shall elapae, 
between my sinking into the arms of 
death — and being transferred to the anus 
of my Saviour. Does Christiamty Or- 
nish me with such assurance ? Lo ! it is 
here. '' This day thou shalt be with me: 
in paradise." Lazarus is in Abraham's' 
bosom . Christ descended into hell— and 
preached unto the spirits in prison. JSs 
soul was something distinct from the body. 
It was not torpid — ^not unemployed — ^it 
did not sleep in inactivity^ in insensibi* 
lity — during the death of the body. It 
will be in all things therefore with our 
spirits, as with his. 

And because he lived, — and travelled 
into the world of spirits, and was con- 
scious and active, and held converse with 
other beings, during the three days inter- 
vep,ing between his death and return from 
the tomb ; it is a direct and unimpeach- 
able conclusion — ^that we shall enter into 
the same intermediate condition. 

Thus shall every Christian disciple find. 
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that his bliss shall not be delayed ;-r- 
that the times of restitution shall not be 
altogether postponed — until centuries 
shall have rolled unheeded over his head ; 
— but that the beatific vision opens, when 
the eyes of the body are closed ; — ^that 
paradise begins when earth is left ; — that 
the moment of dissolution is the moment 
of recognition ; — and that as soon as the 
soul shall have toiled out from its taber- 
nacle of earth, — ^it is straightway joined 
to a vast, encircling army, — ^who for ever 
and ever praise that God — ^who is not 
the God of the dead — ^but the God of the 
living. 
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LECTURE IV. 



THE GENERAL JUDGMENT. 
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LECTURE IV. 



2 CORINTH. V. 10. 

For we must all appear before the Judgment 
seat of Christ ; — that every one muy re* 
ceive the things done in his body, — ac- 
cording to that he hath donCy whether it 
be good or bad. 

♦ 

The end of the worldj with all the pomp 
and terror of its accompanying circum- 
stances, has employed the most sublime 
efforts of the pencil and the pen ; — and as 
a subject of description merely might well 
suspend interest, independently of the 
reflections and resolutions which it sug- 
gests. But when we regard it as an im- 
pending certainty, — ^we cannot but own 
the expedience of realizing to our imagi- 
nation, the events of that great assize. . 
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Faith has been defined — ^the sub- 
stance of things hoped for ; — 'the evidence 
of things not seen. Each act of the.mind^ 
therefore, which connects us with the 
invisible world,— which transports us 
among things that are to be, and situa- 
tions in which we must be placed here- 
after, is a partial exercise of that Bedth, 
which is on our part— the bond of the 
covenant of redemption, — and 'which cfait- 
braces, wheft viewed in^ alF its ftifpiiica- 
tions and ctiHsequencea, the whole duty 
of man. • ^ 

1 . The first circumstance meriting no- 
tice, as'very greatly heightmingt^rqiMlk 
fulness^^ of <the event we ai0 lab^iit ]b» oimr 
template, is the \ silent and rUtiBuap^aft^ 
manner of its approach. > Att^iaxptithafM 
been made^ by j^ypherifigf^pyoi^K^^I^ 
ascertain the period of tkae detefWMd 
in the eouttsebr of €rod,-^-^r bringa^ 
this viiuble universe- to an end ;T-%!ttt 
these must need4^\be little^bett^^ .IJhaai 
conjeetural : stnce^i ''of that darf, and Mtf 
that hour, knoweth no maUi no, not the 
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angels of heaven, but the Father only." 
]^y him it has been judged sufficient to 
aQq[^aint u$, that that great day,—'* for 
which all other days were made/' will 
come upon the world in a thunder-clap 
of sur^nrise ; when they are not thinking 
of it ;— when they are thinking of every 
thing else ; carrying on wars, ratifying 
treaties^ forming alliances, planning public 
w<Hrks, pulhng down granai^es and build- 
ing larger. While the whole world is 
thus abscNrbed in occupations, which 
(when exclusively or mainly attended to) 
characterize a worldly mind^— the Son of 
man will come upon i^ with the unex- 
pectedness of ''a thief in the night.-' 
And as it was in the days of Noe, and in 
the days of Lot, — ^they sold, they bought, 
they {Wanted, they builded, until, sudden 
destruction came upon them unawares; 
-^-^ven thus shall it be in the day of the 
Son of man: the day, whereon that 
greater light, which had ruled and mea- 
sured the days for so mai^y generations, 
•-HshaU rise for the last time,— in the 
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porte&tous hue of U^ood^^ 0i]4 ilhail affiird 
no other warning to the th^n e^dstiag 
generation, that he will never moreiittire 
himself in his robe of radiance^'— or return 
unto the chambers of the east. 

2.. In the. depth, then, of this general 
slumber of souls, — -a loud and tremendous 
voice will . suddenly be heard,r-H50unding 
from one end of heaven to the other, and 
going abroad to the, uttermost parts of the 
earth; a voice striking terror to the rai^e 
that shall be living, and penetrating the 
!i]Lmost cells and catacombs of' death. 
*' The end is come ;" amidst thunderings 
it will cry ;— " Burst the bands of sleep, 
ye tenants of the tomb;— and you, ye 
quick, prepare for judgment." 

Taking scripture for our guide, — ^bre- 
thren, li^t us suppose this spene arrive4» 
Let us behold its sights ; and listen to ijts 
sounds. What a shout \& that, which^ 
tears the concave of heaven? It is the 
Lord, descending with armies of angels^ 
— with a retinue of ten thousands .of hA% 
saints. And behpld ! % mighty form,: — 
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;Ui^ herald <»f his approach, phmtrng one 
fiMt ofn the trembling oceaB, and anothar 
on tiie wi&ering land, — lifts his hand to* 
^l^iards heaven, and swears by Him that 
liveth for ever and ever, that time shall 
be no more.* Now nearer shines the 
descending glory,— surpassing the she- 
<^inah in its splendour, — outstripping the 
comet in its speed, — ^and beaming forth 
from the east unto the west. Becomes, 
the faithful witness ; — the first-begotten 
(tf the dead ;— ^the prince of the kings of 
this earth. He is treading the air with 
tmoyant step, and travelling upon a 
path-way of clouds. He comes, not now 
the lowly wanderer of Galilee ; — ^not the 
son of the carpenter, despised, rejected, 
buffetted : — not the man of sorrows, who 
had not where ta lay his head. Far 
Othi^wisei His countenance is as the 
^n :• — ^his eyes are as a flame of fire : — 
his feet are as of brass, and bum like a 
ftrmace. . The red banner of his indigna? 
tion streams in the whirlwind : and his 

* Rev. x» 5, 6. 

F 5 
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V. 

voice is as ' the rushing cf inaiqfta&daGvf 
mighty waters. He conuoi^'and loJ ^his 
witmo^mg fan is- in his haodl; add he 
will thorougfaiy cleanse iiisigacner. . His 
arrowy lightnings play arormd his tead&^ 
-^while the channels of itie deep^and 
the foundations of the round world;, aw 
discovered at the blast of the breafthi of 
his displeasure.' He comes, aaot oiowito 
sufiS^r : — ^but torule ;— to reoeive homage; 
—to reward, to prunish, to destroy. ^Tlie 
pomp of the victor, the majesty of. the 
sovereigUy'-^the terrors of the judge^ aare 
combmed' to wipe away the ignominyjef 
eracifixion,-'-^and to obliterate the dis- 
honours of the tomb. . : : . a;v 

^^ Mourn, tiifoes) of the .earth ;*Tmniouni^ 
every eye that hx^s^ and.ye aiso.tiuct 
pierced him, moinm ^^yea;, all ^le Imih 
dreds of the > earth -. shall wail becauseiaf 
him ; — even soi-r-amen.*i rir. \ — : , i^i 

3. Oui' we wondcar, i that am event roo 
alarming and so^impoptant shall beaccom;>> 
panied by miracUloua'isigns; by mighty 
* Rev. \i^,n\ Mfott. xWi 3. ' • < 
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and unheard-of prodigies ? — ^that the vast 
globe of day shall sicken into darkness ; 
— ^that the fine silver on the shield of 
night shall be dimmed ; — ^that the stars 
shall shoot, and reel, and fall in showers, 
from the road of heaven ; — ^likc a fig-tree 
scattering her figs, when shaken by a 
mighty wind ? Can we wonder, that the 
unpoised world should stagjger, and like 
a drunken man ; — ^and that earthquakes 
afc6uld rend it to its centre : — ^that mil- 
lions of bursting meteors should thwart 
each other in the troubled sky, and that 
while thus the powers and the pillars of 
tiie firmament shall be shaken, the hoarse 
vault shall roar as with the crash of an 
universe? Gan we wcmder, that the ele- 
m^its themselves shall be molten, — 
iSialt &te shall fuse the rocks, and lick 
up the bissing waters : — and mingle the 
beauty of nature, — ^the pride of art, — ^the 
monuments of powec,— in one universal 
combustion and ruin ? Can we wonder, 

thkt mountams and islands shall be re- 

* ■- • " ^ 

moved; imd that the heavens, starting 
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backifrpm the footsteps and face of their 
Lord, shall shrivel and pass away^ like a 
parched and gathered scroll ?* 

Subterranean thunders responding tQ 
the artillery of heaven ;-^volumes of 
flame and smoke ascending from the 
heaving and the rocking ground ;— ^ 
mighty lakes boiling like cauldrons of 
floating fire ; and huge ignited masses 
rolling down into expanding chasms — do 
all proclaim, in horrible concert, that na-^ 
ture is at her last gasp : and that the 
day of the Lord — ^the great. and terrible 
day — is come. 

4. But to proceed : — ^the whole system 
of worldly affairs will now be stopped :— 
those wheels of the vast machine of so- 
ciety, which had been going forwaird for 
so many centuries, will stand still. The 
living, aghast, seem bereft of life; — ^the 
half-drained and steaming ocean casts 
forth its dead upon its shores;— the 
superincumbent earth of every grave i^i 
heaved away ; mausoleums, tombs, tab- 

* 2 Peter, iu. 10, and Rev. yi. 14. 
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lets, are overthfown ;-*-bon^ adjui^ts it- 
self tanew to its bone ;< — ^and millions ot* 
shrowded forms arise. The lids of the 
urn and of the coffin are torn open, — ^man 
i& again Cushioned out of the dust of the 
ground : — the dead start to warmth, and 
animation, and motion, and come forth ; 
they that have done good, unto the re- 
surrection of life; — and they that have 
done evil .unto the resurrection of damna* 
tion.* ■ ■ ' ■ 

But what pulses of alarm will beat at 
the hearts ; — ^what feelings . shake the 
frames of this vast reanimated multitude,? 
Consternation! trembling! : horror! de- 
spair! ''Mens hearts failing them for 
fear ; and on the earth distress of nations, 
with perplexity." Where fure the happy 
few, the unwearied, unswerving faithful, 
who will lift up their heads. with confi* 
dence, — who will hail thid long-lost beams 
of light,-— who, from the tomb, will stretch 
forth their hands, unappalled ; — and cry, 
/n humble hppe> Even; so, l<ord, come — 

^ John, y^ 28i 29> and fler. xx. 13. 
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come q\udkly;? Ah ! will not rather the 
most .righteous have their secret mis«> 
giydngs ? — will ^not apprehensions^ damp 
the beatrrfojimded expectations ? — ^will not 
the purest hearts accord in the cry, — 
** Who may abide the day of his coming?" 
But if judgment thus begin, ''to be fear- 
ful at the house of God," — ^what will be 
your foreboding, ye children of disobe- 
dience ? If the righteous can scarcely 
"hope to be saved," — ^where — ^where 
^all yci the ungodly, and ye, the sinful, 
appear 2 Ye^will seek to glide back into 
thedarknessofthetomb. Shrieking will 
ye flee to dens» to coverts, to caverns of 
the earth, irom the thunderbolts of pur^ 
suing vengeance. " Fall on us/' ye will 
c^ryi^to ib^ crumbling mountains and to 
the calcined rocks ;---^fall, fall and hide us 
from the face of Him 4hat sitteth on the 
throne;— ^aod irom the wrath of the 
lamb;^ — for the great day of his wmth is 
cpme.*"^ 
Behold :the Judge, now seated on 

* Rer. Ti. 16, 16i * 
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Ug throne/ 1 whiek he hath f^lanted on 
thci ashes vof thki world. X^ 4ils right 
liand af e ramged 4he brotheriiood of the 
faithftil : ' (may ^ we> and evwy friend of 
eurs be theie !) — on his left, speechless^ 
temfied^ despairing^'-^^^^aguilty'^multitude, 
abiding their final doom*- All around, 
and CMi high, behold myriads ^f the hea* 
velily ' host,^rr^according to their 4egrees 
and^drtues ;-^their robes spotless as the 
light; their :brows enetrcled with stsu^ 
diadems ;—4heir countenances^ beaming 
p^re lo^e^ towaird their destined^ coin- 
panion&t^H-^while ^beneath,->*-ait the-flam- 
mg ^noath of tke^nplummeled ddejp,--^ 
the dark minKBtersofTengean^ await; 
in. sullen i^^q^eeta^ion^ or 4n- ^rocious 
triumph, the mandate to sieste upon their 
victims* — .' --»' .'..oi ,.. -^. - — 

/ Remote ^ systems,: • thus -dispeopled 
of their inhabitants-^^-^c^d-tiie congire'- 
gated ^nnivefse/ a ilAultitiide which no 
man can number^ standing in awful still* 
ness,^r^in breathlesj^- afttention,- Aifot^h- 
out their dense throngs and depth of 



112 

unmeasured .files : — ^while there W dius 
a solemn pause in the anthems of praise^ 
— "a silence in heaven for half an 
hour ;" while the cope of the firmament 
is hushed as in the sleep of midnight ;— 
an order is issued forth for the unsealing 
of the judgment-book. "And I saw a 
great white throne, and Him that sate on 
it, from whose face the earth and the 
heavens fled away ; — and I saw the dead, 
Ismail and great, stand before God ; — and 
the books were opened, and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life ;■ — 
and the dead were judged out of the 
things which were written in the books, 
: — according to their works." 

*' I am he," the Judge proclaims from 
his tribunal,^** who hath obtained re- 
demption from the power of Satan. For 
all the sacrifice was made— to all the of- 
fer of salvation was tendered." Sons of 
Adam ! heirs of promise ! children of the 
new covenant ! — stand forth and declare, 
: — ^how has each acquired an interest in 
(his astonishing ransom ? 
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Then, while some standi all ^xute with 
confusion, — ^while others vainly plead ex* 
Quses for their impenitence-wliile many 
shrink appalled at the yawning of th^ 
dread abyss,— -even then, on the unbeliev- 
ing, the profane, the deceitful ; — on the 
unjust, the unchaste, the idolaters of the 
present world—will the doom be pro- 
nounced; "Iknow you not whence ye 
are : — depart from me, ye workers of in- 
iquity." Be your present disgrace, be 
your eternal torments, comprised in this 
pne word — " I deny you." 

To those,^ who have studied, though in 
much infirmity, — ^to walk in the ordi- 
nances of God, blameless; — to those^ 
who by timely repentance, have laid hold 
on the cross of reconciliation;^ — to those, 
who have, in life^ looked upwards for 
spiritual succour — the Savioiu" will then 
address himself — "Ye blessed of my 
]f*ather, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you, even from the beginning of the. 
world." ,. . 
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We are acquainted by St. Paul,* that 
t^ese sentei]ice$ l)eing pronounced, — ^the 
fait^iul will be caught up to meet the 
I^Qfd on. high, and so shall be ever with 
th<e . liQrd. And while the triumphant 
Saviour \s thus re^ascending to his Fa-* 
ther's house, with a pageantry, bright 
beneath the splendours of the opening 
heavens^ and blended, like the many suns 
and mai^e^ of distant systems, into one 
lupid track, ;-ra milky and etherial way; 
—while he is bei^riug — amidst his regaj 
ensigns, — ^the spoils of the vanquished^ 
thearrows of death, and the keys of hell; 

--when be i» conducting to the courts of 
light the fir^t^bom whom he hath raju* 
somed; how descriptive of his glory 
^eems the prophecy oi the Psalmist ?-^ 
"God is g^e up with a shout — ^the Lord 
with the sound of a trumpet : sing praise 
to God ; for he is king over all the earth ; 
— sing pnuses, for he is greatly exalted, "f 
Inspiration even accompanies their pro* 

^ I Thes«, iv. 17, 18, t Ps^lm* 47, 
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grefis to the ccxifiiies of Mjy to die por^ 
tals of the .celestial J palacea: VJLift viip 
ywur heads^ — it ; singsr^ye ; everlasting 
gat^ ; — ^and the King, of glory (ihall craote 
in : Whals this King erf glory J-rrthe Lord 
string and mighty :— rthe Lord mighty m 
battle/' : . 

' Re^peotjug the children (£ disobeifir 
enee>r-rwe hare the informatioii (rf script* 
ture4 that the Son.of man .will send forth 
his tmgels, who jahall gather out of his 
bJBgdom :all- that :Work iniquity ;^-*-^nand 
bifid them hand and foo^ and ca^t^ them 
into outer darkni^sv ;-^admess only iU^- 
miabted by the glowing of a lurid for? 
naee. F^itt, — ^but that^ I catmot leave 
the < picture incomplete,— <ifitin, .but — 
^at { mufiA not spare- yw^ a ^utary 
alarm^-— woiald I draw a^ veil over l^e 
hcorrors of that dismal ^sce^le ^ I* would 
hide the^malignant satidfactictei ynih which 
demons of daricness- will spring ferth^ aaid 
fasten upon the^newly«€ond0«ined ; — and 
toss them' with tridents' head^ldtig into 

the unfathomable pit O! the envy, and 
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die agony of that last partiiig look, which 
tiiey will cast upon the firmament of 
Ug^t, — ^and on the skirts of the Savionr's 
distant glory ; — and on the disappearing 
throng of the faithful, which contains 
many a kind relative — and respected, 
though slighted adviser. O! the wild 
shriek, and the frantic struggle, and the 
unheeded cry for help ; — and the vainer 
cry for mercy. O ! that by expunging 
the picture — ^I could blot out the reality — 
of the bloated sensualist, — ^the remorse- 
less op{nressor — the shameless adulteress 
— the defrauder of the orphan ; — n. Dives; 
penitent too late ; — a Judas, who had cut 
hipi^elf cS from hope ; — a Cain, — a 
KQirah, — a Herod, — a Sapphira, — depriv- 
ed of all room for repentance ;— plunge 
ing into que h^U, but carryii^ within 
tk^ bospms another, to which thaV 
k^H se^ms a heaven. : Let it suflSice to' 
s^^^ th9(t ftU, who tiere.upoii^earth shalli 
}iaye worshipped |h^ beaat and his image^: ' 
phaU drink the undiluted wine of the 
Wnf^h ^ 6pdA yfUck iH poured out iAto 
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the cup jof hk iiulignation.^ Sufiice it, 
that whosoever are called by names, not 
written in the book of life, — shall be cast 
forth among the billows of a sea' of fife/ 
prepared for fallen spirits and impenitent 
mentals, and shall be there tormented day 
and night for ever and ever, by that great 
Dragon, — ^the old Serpent, — ^the Devil, — 
and his mustered hosts. For bound though 
he is with a ninefold chain, by that Son 
of the Ught— who hath trampled on his 
neck, and tamed his writhing folds — and 
hurled him down, and all his apostate ail'- 
gels with him, from the hitherto endurable 
plains of earth, as of old from the happy 
realms and chrystal battlements of hea- 
ven ; — ^who hath shut them up and se- 
cured them in the bottomless den — ^and 
hath fastened it with many bolts ; — ^and 
set a seal, which no man can break, upon 
its entrance : — ^yet are this arch-deceiver 
and his subordimeite spirits still left with 
their full power to punish.f 

* Rev. xiv. 10. 
t ReT. xji. 10, & xiy. Matt. »y. Rev. xx. 1, 8, 3. 
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The gates of the dungeon and prison- 
house, are now closed ;*-i-they have grated 
01^ their ponderous hinges for the last 
time; they are closed, never more tO:i>e 
opened. 

Awful consideration ! whatever be tlfe 
sufferings which that unhappy multitude 
are gone to experience, whether toritients 
of body, or pangs of soul, — ^the word of 
truth declares, that their doom is irrever- 
sible ; — ^their condition unalterable ; that 
there is no ray of hope, no suspension o( 
pain, — ^that the woe is without limits; 
and the full bowl of fury not to be ex- 
baiUsted. The inscription over the gate 
of hell, devised by the great poet of that 
dcdeful region, is not less correct in reality 
than in imagination : '^Ye who enter in, 
relinquish all hope." 

Having thus attempted, though with 
feebled pencil, to portray the circum- 
stances of this* awful catastrophe^ir-I 
shall hasten to conclude with offering a 
few suitable reflections. 
' I. With reference to the certaiN'Vy 
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of the^e events. There is toi omfctilar 
voloe of nature ensbrined- within every 
4o6om) — there id a hope in ^drtue and a 
fear in guilt, which antecedently to t^ 
velation announce a judgment to conie. 
ReasocE too, intimates, that in the 6rLi of 
time,-^the Almighty will' vindicate his 
wisdom and goodness, — ^by assigning to*^ 
vide and virtue more equal retribution, 
tiian is usually awarded in this Idwer 
wtarld.' 

And this tribunal of righteousneiis 
seemii further to be requisite, in order to 
rectify many errors in human opinion. 
Whe world judges of characters by exter- 
nal acts : — and hence it frequently hslp- 
^^s that the bad man, who contrives 
merely tc^ save appeaifances, — ^and who 
can throw an imposmg gloss over tilie 
blackness of his €^til deeds, carries ehvay 
thepalm of public applftuse— "has verily 
hifr reward ;" — ^while on the other haAd, 
bf an tmfoftmiate Combination of ciix^uxh- 
stances, — connected vritti-thtf avidil^of 
m4n^ to grasp^ ftt occasic^S c^ detraction. 



120 

— ^the oppressed servant Qf God may takin 
under unmerited censure. Skall nab^igd 
then, who revels in such. ill-gotten tri- 
bute!?, dread a period of requital; — ^hmk 
the arm of injustice shall be withered,- — 
when the tongue of deceit shall be silenced 
in shame ? Shall not the drooping sufferer 
lift up his head, in the expectation of an 
hereafter, when his cause shall be made 
known— ^his obloquy removed; and his 
innocence brought forth, clear as tbe 
noon-day ? 

Again : — ^there are certain vices, 
which, being fashionable, bold, gene- 
rous, — or linked with great t^ents — or 
blended with captivatingaccomplishments 
—or softened by courteous manners, ex- 
perience too liberal an indulgence in the 
world: while for some individual fault, 
when in one fatal moment committed,^ — 
the sincere penitent can find no pardcm 
among men, no removal of the brand af>- 
on his forehead, — ^though he seek it con« 
stantly and carefully with tears. It 
might be presiuned then, in reatoD, 
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I^n^y'-'^&t an eqaitaUe correction of 
thiM: -erroiieous views and aenlHisientsof 
meSy-^^iiBi the presence of an assembted 
lUMense, ^iteni^ into the scheme and 
ecoiMimy of Providence. 

e&tf cwhile conscience and reason de'^ 
claie the profaability* — scripturei proclaims 
tha^ certainty of this awful consummation. 
''£l»]8 appointed unto all men once to 
dinj^; and after that the judgment.'" 
'^ Jiforvel not at this, for the hour ap- 
proacbeth when all that are in the graves 
shi^.rise^ and come forth/ the goo^to 
li£^ Mid the wicked to destruction . For 
we must all stand before the judgment 
softt of Christy — ^that every one may re- 
ceire aocoEiMng to that he hath done.'^ ' 

^Jdo not imagine, then/ that ybU hav€$ 
beenJiere contemplating a fictitious his* 
tojfffyMk accoAmt to amuse the fitncy ; — ^ 
tale vwitfch has no place but in the ima- 
gii^m^>£tiienairator,-^a prophecy of al- 
legfliekal tfvdoubtfulmeaning^^hidi m^ 
onimayy^not be^ titeraUy Tsocomplisll^.' 
DciiMi^imasinedtfaat ^wuii««e4>^ afi#^' 

G 



1- ■'> 



*.?' 



ill. 



122 

cipating an event buried in tfae^womkof 
uncertainty ;— or a scene in which youl 
will have no personal ccmcem. Remem^ 
ber that heaven and earth shall pasi» 
away : but that one jot or tittle of these 
things shall not pass: that the aa^re 
firmament shall be rolled back as si cur- 
t^n, only for the representation of these 
scenes. Represent them then to medi- 
tation, ntmOi ^ solid idealities, — 'in which 
each shall bear a prominent and inter-* 
esting part. Instead of being, dismissed 
with indifference, let them impress etery 
mind with the feelings (but more perma^ 
nent) which they once produced in that 
of the Roman governor. **And as he 
reasoned of judgment to come;— Felix 
trembled." 

2. I now pass on to observe, in the 
second place,— ^that thongh we cannot 
tell the day, n<Mr the hour, nor the age,-^ 
when our Master shall rettnm to judg- 
ment ;-^^hdugh the present generation 
pdsa away like all the preceding ones ; 
though all thingiB still ccmtmne as at the 
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beginning, — and the promise of the Sa* 
tionr's comings remain unfulfilled — ^for 
eycles and cycles of ages, — ^yet the ac* 
eount now giVen of the great day of re- 
compense — as coming suddenly^ when 
men shall be singing the song of peace 
ind safety, — ^may be appropriated by 
ereiry man to his own particular case ; 
since the day of death, — equally uncer- 
tain, will fix his final doom^ and virtually 
prove the day of judgment unto him. 
Whatever may happen to the soul at the 
moment of dissolution — ^whether, as some 
imagine, it shall rest for a season iii un- 
consciousness ; or shall pass into an inter- 
mediate state of preparatory joy ormisery ; 
— its condition, from that moment, is un- 
changeable. ** Be ye therefore patient : 
stablish your hearts ; — ^for the coming of 
the Lord — ^the coming of death — draweth 
rtigh. Watch ye therefore — for ye know 
liot at what time the Master of the house 
(or the Monarch of the dead) cometh,-— at 
even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 
crowing, or in the moriiing :-^lest, coming 

g2 
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suddenly, he find you sleeping."* To 
every one whom death awaits, to all may 
it be said, — " the end of all things is at 
hand ; — ^be ye therefore sober, and watch, 
unto prayer." 

3. Thirdly ; — let us learn, with refer- 
ence, to our brethren, — ^to judge no man 
before his time ; — as becometh those who 
possess only the criterion of appearances^ 
— until the Lord come, who will both 
bring to light the hidden things of dark- 
ness ; — and make manifest the " holier" 
counsels and secrets of the heart : — and 
then shall every man have his true mea- 
sure of praise or condemnation before 
God ; and the firesh all "try every man's 

work."t 

To sum up all : — that the expecta- 
tion of this great event may not prove, 
in our case, a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment, — and of fiery in- 
dignation, which shall devour the adver- 
saries, — ^that we may have confidence 

* James, v. 8. Mark, xiii. 35, 36. 
. t 1 Cor. ill. 16, and i?. 5. 
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aiid not be ashamed before our Lord at 
his coming, let us stand like men who 
wait for their Lord ;* — looking in every 
act and moment of life for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ.f 

I shall accordingly take leave of this 
important subject with the following pas- 
sage, extracted from the second general 
epistle of St. Peter. 

"Seeing then, that all these things 
around us, this goodly frame of nature 
shall be dissolved, — ^what manner of per- 
sons, brethren, ought we to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness ? — looking for, 
and hasting unto the coming of the day 
of God ; — ^whereiij the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved. Nevertheless, we^ 
according to his promise, — ^look for new 
heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwell- 
eth righteousness : — wherefore, seeing 
that we look for such things, let us be 
diligeiit that we be found of him in peace, 
— ^without spot, and blameless. "J 

* Luke, xii. 36. f Titus, ii. 13. 
X 2 Peter, iii. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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LECTURE V. 



MATT. XXVIII. 46. 

And these shall go away into everlasting 

punishment. 

That punishment is reserved in another 
state of being, for guilt contracted in the 
present, — an express revelation was hard- 
ly necessary to warn mankind. Had no 
scripture been promulgated ; — had no in- 
spired prophetic voice announced the 
woes, which await the offending and un- 
repentant soul ; — remorse, the veiled pro- 
phet within,-^wbuld have afforded at 
least some intimation, (indistinct indeed 
and imperfect, with respect to riiinuter 
details — ^yet as to the general fact;) suffi- 
ciently intelligible to convince,^ sufficiently 
dreadful to alarm. Reason, too, calmly 
speculating on the divine attributes^ — 

G 5 
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and observing that transgression is, in the 
great majority of instances, permitted, 
without molestation, to retain the wages 
of disobedience,— and to revel in its for- 
bidden pleasures ; — or, to speak more 
properly, observing that the stings of a dis- 
turbed conscience, which self-love knows 
too well how to blunt, — and whatever 
other minor distresses may here ensue, as 
the temporal consequences of guilt, — ^are 
for the most part, inadequate to that guilt 
as its punishments ; — ^reason, I gay, plac- 
ing this view of life before its contempla- 
tion, could hardly fail to predict 4 future 
state of bodily or mental paiti, whereia 
retributive justice would be more strictly 
executed. 

Accordingly all people, of every age 
and clime, — who having declmed from 
the patriarchal faith, have fonned a reli- 
gion by the light of nature for thenok^ 
selves,, have aAsigued to guilt a plaq^ of 
sorrow beyxmd the grave ;--9ftd reift- 
^ovcing the internal menaces of compuAC- 
-tkm, ham taught the offender to tremble 
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imd&r tihe appreheomw of a heavier 
punishment, than it is in the power of 
man to iflflict ; or than can be inflicted 
within the compass of time. The scourge 
of furies, and the gnawing vulture ; the 
thirsting lip, still tempted but never 
moistened, — ^the labour ever fruitless, yet 
ever renewed ; intense heat or perpetual 
winter ; and various other descriptions of 
suffering, invented by different pagan 
nations, as their fears were severally 
moulded by their local situation, their 
manners, or their passions, — evince the 
punishment of wickedness in another 
world, to bp one of those doctrines^ of 
which God, — ^to point out their primary 
importance, and indisputable certainty, 
thought proper never to leave himself 
wholly without a witness. 

While the voice of Revelation, where- 
ever it has extended, has confirmed the 
bodings of conscious iniquity, and the in- 
ferences of jcautious reasoniiig,'*^it has 
supplied the defective intelligence of both, 
by unfolding much concerning the xa. 
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TURE of the punishment^ reserved for 
evil-doers. 

To its information, expressed or im- 
plied, on this awful subject, I purpose at 
present to direct your views.— May the 
meditation, though for the moment dis- 
pleasing and irksome, terminate in a joy- 
ous issue ! May the Omnipotent realize, 
in the weak efforts of his minister, the 
result which an apostle anticipated fVom 
his own ! — ^that knowing, and setting fotth 
the terrors of the Lord,— I may persuade 
men, by timely repentance, to turn into 
the path of salvation. / : 

. 1. Actual bodily suffering, then, seems 
unequivocally revealed, as one part of the 
sorrows to be sustained by the children 
of perdition. There are minds of sickly 
feeling, or of selfish . presumption,-^by 
which this is regarded as a hard saying : 
— ^minds which refine too far on the ex- 
pressions of Scripture, and construe its 
plain statements into metaphorical allu- 
^sions. As the souls of men, however, 
are to be rejoined to their bodies, — ^it 
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cannot be believed that their future punish- 
ments will be exclusively mental. Our 
blessed Redeemer suflfered exquisite 
bodily torments^ in ransoming mankind 
from destruction ; — and hence it seems to 
follow, that such among mankind, as do 
not by faith and repentance, include 
themselves among the ransomed, should 
incur a similar punishment. It is na4;ural 
to suppose too, that deeds doiie in the 
body, should be expiated by bodily suf- 
fering : — and however cruel it may seem 
in a minister of the gospel of love, to ad- 
vance and to insist upon this supposition, 
it would be far more cruel to lull his 
people in a fallacious security, by incul- 
cating unscriptural mitigations of punish- 
ment ; — by speaking smooth things, and 
prophecying deceits. When, in short, I 
open the New Testament in various 
places,— when I discover our Lord him- 
self there declaring, that the angels shall 
sever from the just them that do iniquity, 
and cast them into a furnace of fire ; — 
when I read again, that the unprofitable 



servant sball be c^t wto outer 4arkae$s ; 
where shaJl be weeping, wd waiUng, md 
gnashing of teeth} — that the fearful and 
unbelieving, and abominable, and murr 
derers, and liars, shall bave their part in 
the lake which burneth with fire and 
brinmtone ;'--and that the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever, 
— I cannot doubt, that such passages are 
to be, in i^ome measure, literally under^ 
stood; nor ought any false delicacy to 
withhold from transgressors a representa- 
tion of the pain which they are doomed 
to feel,— wh^n the eyes, that had oomr 
municated only impurity to the soul, shall 
be for ever excluded frcwn the cheerful 
light ;^— wh^ the hand of robbery, of 
fraud, or of opjwression, shall be bound 
with everlasting chains;— when the 
tongue, that ^as habitually exerdsed m 
fal^^hp^ in calumny, in profanation, in 
bla^ph^ny, aHmH Cfdl in vam for n djrop of 
coJd water to qu^ich its burning fever ; 
— ^while it is tormented, but not ccmsumued 
in the flames* 
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But call this interpretc^tion too literal 
aiid coojectiir^J. Still, if tljb^r^ existed 
oaly the fai»te9t probabiUty,— the chance 
of an unit against a thousand, that such, 
or nearly such, is the undisguised fact, 
shall we incur that haz9,rd> in this only 
state of trial, on the strength of a perad^ 
venture ;— ^ forced, feeble, precaripus 
i^mment: or what i^ still weaker, — of 
our own biassed conclusions, drawn from 
a partial view of the gentler attribute^ of 
God, which overlooks the stricter quali- 
ties of hi$ character, and the express de^ 
clarations of his revealed will ? 

2. If, however, to suffer bodily pain^ 
be a punishment so dreadful in appre- 
h^ision, as to induce transgressing to 
soften down, by lenient interpretatioiwf, 
the plain terms in which it h^ b^en pr(&- 
dicted, we shall probably lagr^e i» the 
sequel, that it is the l^ait ^vere woe, 
denounced against the fsm» and daughters 
of disobedience ;-rr^that it is ^otbingj ab'- 
solutely nothing, wh^n coroparpd with 
those mental tortures, which KCfiptur^ 
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amumnoes ; — ^nay, which arise outof the 
situation of the coademned ; — out of the 
nature and constitution of the human, soul. 
To rise fincNcn the lower to the more inr 
tense of these sufferings, a deep sense of 
SHAME is the first that d^nands our no- 
tice. 

Shame can exist, even when there 
is no detection of the guilt. In this life, 
indeed, some of our less honourable 
acts, and perhaps all our unworthy 
thoughts, we are fortunate enough in 
concealing firom our brethren ; and so 
strangely are we constituted, that, with 
respect to these, the multitude, with the 
exception of some refined minds, are at 
present sensible of but little compunctimi. 
But their deep sensibility to a more deli- 
cate shame, will, in another world, be 
roused firom its long torpor. With a brow 
for ever clouded, with an eye that cannot 
look up-^will they own the self-himiiliat- 
mg nature of vice ; — and their cheek will 
bum with the perpetual crimson of con* 
iciousness — that they have fallen in their 
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own esteem^ and forfeited the good opi« 
nion'of God. Like our first parents, — in 
the hour of their disobedience and prime 
of their Contrition, they will seek, — but in 
vain, to hide themselves firom the Searcher 
ofliearts. Theywill cover themselves with 
their own confusion as with a mantle, and 
will call on the shadows of hell to wrap 
them in friendly concealment. "Where-^ 
fore— ^they will exclaim — came we forth 
out of the womb of the earth ; that our 
eternity should be consumed in shame?"* 
But shame will derive its most 
pointed sting from that conscious sejase 
cf universal contempt, which results from 
full detection and exposure. When 
men have reason to believe that that tall 
measure which they take of their height, 
that proud opinion with which they re- 
gard their own merits, is not recognized 
by those around them; — that the self- 
complacency, which is in great . measure 
the essence of their happiness^ is far from 
being warranted in the minds of the re- 

* Psalm, cix. 29. 
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spectable; — ^this mme of p^bU^ djwa* 
esteem* ey^ wte» uiy»eiited, ig of iteeif 
wfllcienUiy goJUng ;^-^bu|:, if the internal 
momtQT, th^ e^hoiag voice pf self-CQii- 
tempt, proclaim tbo-t they feftve ears^ 
00 better t^imoE, tbat ^ey de§i^rye the 
scont they eujSFer ;^f they fiiid th^mjselyeg 
pointed &rth 09 unprinQipJed or b^^; 
shunned, despised,-^^ hissing wd a l^y- 
word, the outcasts ^d r efi}$e of spcif ty, 
and can o^ily, on introspection, find w 
acknowledgment that the ^corii i^ jn^t s 
rrPT^no bodily pain, perhap«,rT.r.np i^otal 
anguish, can be compared with the^ in- 
temal difisatisfax^tiop. Let the wicked 
man, therefore,, gather together in recol-' 
lection, all that is base in his {Hrinciples, 
depraved in his thoughts, faulty in his 
conduct;— whether already e;Kpofi$d or 
dexterously concealed ;-^let him conceive 
it proclaimed with the voice of a trump^ 
that shall be heard to the furthest ends 
of the earth ;— heard at once in his near 
neighbourhood, and throughout the un- 
explored distances of the universe; — 
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ji^GUrd by fiiends who onc§ adnqired his 
UftjlgiBied sincerity, ai^d fey foes, whp wiU 
exult in Im degradation ;* — ^beard ft.t qm^ 
by s^ngf^Ujand by £iend9, lA sUl th^ heigbta 
end depths of spaee ;— wd while on all 
h9od3 he looks round QU eouQitepa|ic@s 
frowning fibborenc^, m^ Jist^s to tji© 
l»^y voices wd feootinp of c^teropt, 
gnd reprosicb, $y^d e^ecratioQ :^ — 9nd see^ 
'^ tJja very ?^bj§et3 making jnoBtbn ftt hm 
apd qe^ipg not,"— that portiow of \m 
puQisbnient l^ow under o^ipider^rl^oni 
will be cojac^ived with some distinctiieiss, 
VMflny of thoro/' says Paiiiel, "that 

ple^p in the du^t shjal) awskOf some to 
thame and everlasting contempt."* A^d 
yrhei% the veil of self-delu^ou shall b^ 
thus torn away ; wbe^ flattery sbalj no 

loriger sootbo tbe ear of pride ; wh^^ the 

imrigbteou^ pball read in every eye tbeir 
asm deformity, and hear their character 
from every tongue, well m?ty tjwey ex-^ 
claim, " What fruit have wo then of those 
things, whereof we are i^ow ashamed V 

Daniel, iLii, 9. 
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Truly, in this raspect^ ihe vOTj^iitt* 
have reason to fear : — to ask, " Who may 
abide the day of his Master's coming ?" 
who may sustain the bltoing eye of in- 
finite purity ? whose conscience so spotless 
as to look fearlessly forward to the unre- > 
served exposure of all its secrets, and to 
own, like the woman of Samaria, here is 
one that hath told me all the things I have 
ever done in my life ? Yet the faithful may 
be comfbrted when they add to this re- 
flection, that in their case^ the day of 
the Lord will bring to light, many unno* 
ticed deeds, many secret struggles, many 
misgivings preceding their lapses, — ^and 
the deep compunctions which followed 
them ; — ^their resolutions, their ' vows; 
their prayers, their deliberate preference 
of holiness; — ^their earnest desire to ful- 
fil their duties ; — their zeal unfeigned for 
the divine honour ; — ^their love and gra- 
titude towards the Author of their salva- 
tion, — the uniform soundness of their 
principles, and the general integrity of 
theur lives. These, they may humbly 
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hope» will abate much of the shame, 
which a knowledge of their errors will 
excite in that great assembly. But the 
wiicked. can promise themselves none, of 
these r^tays : nothing to restore them, to 
< their own good opinion ; nothing to com- 
pensate the scandal from without, — no- 
thing to banish the inward blush of the 
soul. 

3. Remorse, we are assured, will be 
experienced, in its extreniest gnawings, 
by the reprobate, . in a future state. 
Whatever differences of opinion may be 
entertained, as to the endurance of bodily 
pain in a place of punishment; — of the 
certainty of remorse there can be no ques- 
tion, whether we confine attention to the 
speculations of reason, or look to the 
positive denunciations of scripture; Lif 
it be true that wicked men shall exist 
hereafter, and shall possess consciousness, 
— the remembrance of their evil deeds 
must necessarily attend them ; — ^o pierce 
them to the soul ; to bereave them of a 
moment's ease. The worm that gnaweth 
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memofy ^ and never dieth ; — ^the fire that 
rageth in the spirit, and is tkot quenched, 
— ^intimate that the horrors of oomptinG-' 
tion will be co-existent Mdth the duration 
of consciousness. On earth, indeed, an 
absorption in seni^ual pleasure, — and the 
glosses of self-gr^tulation, too often abttte 
and desden the pangs of a guilty con- 
science : — so much, indeed, as to atfoM 
but little apprehension with regard to their 
future severity. Because sentence against 
ah evil ^ork is not executed speedily^ 
therefore is the heart of the sons of mon 
fearlessly sot in them to do evil. But be 
not deceived : whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. A time, is at 
hand, when conscience will rouse from 
its slumber, will assume its rule of terror 
and of anguish, and will prey with de- 
vouring tooth on the sinful and impenitent 
heart. 

Imagine to yourself the transgressor^ 
sitting in woe and in i^litude, wringing 
his bands, smiting his bosom,^ — ^feeling 
HiMs(£lF to be alone worthy of reproach. 
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yet willing to reproach heavens ; and blas^ 
phemingf, eteik withoiit intending to bias-' 
pHieme ;^^s6e hkn, ^ he wedars^ in frnitless 
]ifemorses, the long, long night that knows 
66 morn ; — ^poring oter the story of his 
folly : bewdling his Wa^ted^ iirecoterable 
time ; dnd tainly widhfaig it were in his 
power ^gain : — now awake to the utter 
Vftnity of those poor treasures^ and those 
sihort-Iited joys, for which he dnce bar- 
tered his immortal birth-right r-^inia^e 
him looking upwards^ and discerning no 
dhiiik of day; — doWnWards— and not 
finding even a grave ;— ^groping all around 
in that darkness thdt may be felt, but 
aoriving at no door ^ to exit, no ^cape : 
and then sitting down again to his me- 
lancholy musings, till he is worked up 
into the phreiizy,--^-or worn into the 
idiotcy of despair ; tod — (but that that 
too is impossible) he woiild fain commit 
the suicide of th6 soul-^and escape thit 
of misery into nothitigness i-^^AA still the 
p^endulnm within swings and di^rifi^ ; and 
the laden wheeid of the hours m(yf& 
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heayily : — and every minute is the tuck 
of a i)RUM ; and every instant is a si^rd; 
and withal/ the task of reflection is still 
to begin again anew. Imagine this. in a 
single captive — ^and only multi(^ the 
image throughout all the cells and regionSr 
of sorrow ;— -and then, I think, we might 
waive the question about bodily torments,^ 
in their direct and literal import : — and 
theii, I think, we might concede its 
figurative construction; — ^for here is.m(»re 
than the yelling demon, the triple-bolted 
dungeon, and the sulphureous pool ;— 01 
here is hell enough ! 

4. But remorse, considered merely as 
anguish for past guilt, when its folly, its 
unprofitableness, its dismal issue shall be ^ 
manifested, will be inconceivably aggra-* 
vated by the sense of its ingratitude to 
God. To contemplate, — when no plea** 
sure, no enterprize, no favourite pursuit 
will remain, to divert attention from one 
sole object — the boundless and amazing 
beneficence of the Most High, — ^the lavish 
profusion of his mercies displayed in 
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creating, preserving, redeeming, regene- 
rating, renewing — and then to look in- 
wards, on the wretched creature of his 
hands, which hath made light of his 
bounties, grieved his Spirit, neglected his 
proffered salvation: — ^to behold in per* 
i^ective a long futurity which must be 
passed in exclusion from the light of the 
countenance, and in exposure to the ever- 
during displeasure of a Being so good 
and gracious — will constitute a portion 
of the mental pain of another world — not 
inferior in severity to the very sorest that 
could afflict the body. " The Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on every one that knoweth not 
God, and obeyeth not the gospel of his 
Son;" who shall be punished with the 
stings of conscious insensibility to the 
kindness of heaven, and shall ratify, 
in the approval of his own heart, the 
doom of everlasting destruction from 
the presfence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his pow:er.* Convinced that 

* 2 Tbess. i. 8. 9. 
H 
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he hath sinned wilfully, after having h^n 
blessed with a knowledge of the truth; 
how dreadful the thought, that there re- 
maineth now no hc^e of ever being again, 
pardoned, pitied or loved, by Him who 
was once all pardon, all pity, all love — 
no more sacrifice for sin, no sweet influ-v, 
ences of a Comforter ! but one protracted 
series of galling remembrances, that all 
these blessings were once within his 
grasp : — of self-reproaches, for having 
wearied out the amazing mercy by which 
they were tendered ; — and of reluctant 
vindications of the justice by which they 
have been withdrawn, 

5. Heart-depressing and intolerable as 
will be all these reflections, how much 
more ample a source of anguish opens to 
our view, in the transgressor's envy of 
the lot of the righteous, and consciousness 
of the high felicity which he himself hath 
forfeited ! It seems clear, from the para- 
ble of Dives and Lazarus, that in some, 
manner the children of perdition will des- 
cry, afar off, — ^the heaven from which 
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they have excluded themselves ; and be 
cursed with a distant sight of joys, which 
they are doomed never to participate. 
Again we are told, that it will be one 
source of the weeping and gnashing of 
teeth among the wicked — to see Abra- 
ham, aqd Isaac, and Jacob, and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, and 
themselves thrust out.* * * Happy, happy 
inheritors of glory, — they will exclaim, — 
time was, when, in scorn, we deemed your 
life madness ; when we conceived it folly 
to make sacrifice of present joys, for a 
futurity which we deemed precarious. 
Now — ^ye are comforted, and we are 
tormented. Time was, when we were 
situated in our state of trial, as ye 
were : gifted with all your opportunities ; 
— entitled to all your hopes ; like you, re- 
deemed from destruction ; — like you, visit- 
ed by supernatural influences : — like you, 
invited to enter in at the gate of heaven. 
How have we turned aside from the path 
which was smoothed for us ! — ^how tram- 

* Luke, xiii. 28. 
H 2 
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ple<i m advantages. that caa never- be ne- 
stored I . iBfow^— while j^mi. are /txperaeoc- 
ipgy )bEi;the presence oi God; a fiUnesa ^and 
ar purity -of joy,— and at his li^tiiaiid 
ple^ur^s for ever^lo^e ;, ours, alasil i^by 
lu) irrevocable doom, is one lonigdreaEy 
night of protracted sorrow ;-i-pangfijwith*^ 
out intermission ; regrets without i a^ail^ 
a prison-house cheered by no bf^sim )ilf 
comfort." . r; : . ,;■' 

6. Amidst these multiplied forms . of 
tribulation and anguish, it might beisoope 
relief, spme abatement .^ pain^TrtcoiJild 
the tormented soul find but one tu^ucm^ 
bosom, on which it might pillow its ^Wr 
rows ; ; where it might derive the baliQiof 
condolence, or taste the sweets* of fnend- 
ship. But arpund it, on all sides it looks 
in vain. In that dismal abode there k 
no society but that of fiends, >or of-^ev^l 
men transfoxmed into their similitude. 
No voice of gentleness, no aocent of solao9, 
no music of compassion, no soft air of 
sympathy steals peaceful throughout the 
gloom. No sound is heard> save impne- 
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cationsiaHd bldspbenoiies^ the clanking of 
chi^i^ ;» the yellings of unutl^rabte aii'' 
guish^ 'The demdi£s» who onqe^ seduced 
bytj4eiibriptiohs of the forbidd^ fhiit, 
itdd l^ ike soothing promise, '' Ye shall 
mA aweiy die," — ^now enjoy the infernal 
tiiumph of their power ;— how live -to 
glut their appetite for vengeahce ; to heat 
the furnace seren times hotter ; to knot 
their lash of scorpion remembrances ; to 
hold up before the sinner the mirror of 
his deformity ; and to hollow in his ears 
the history of his crimes. Or if, perhaps, 
the '^rolling billows in the lake of fire, 
whether literal or figurative, shall toss 
him ta an encounter with some partner 
oflns^shame, some unhappy being, who 
in the upper world of light, had l^een 
misled by his example, or seduced by his 
persuasion, he will only find vicissitude 
and increase of torment, in the reproaches 
vented by the bitterness of a ruined soul; 
— ^in the curses poured forth by the fury 
of a soul in tortures. ** Wretch, it is 
thou that hast rolled me in this gulph ; — 
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but for thee I had kept the path of my 
innocence ; — a ten-fold wrath from God 
befall thee ; a thousand and a thousand 
hells be thy portion." There — are the 
assassin/ the blasphemer, the traitor to 
his trust; who lived in rebellion, and 
perished in impenitence : the unbeliever, 
who industriously propagated unbelief; — 
the self-destroyer, who rushing into the 
presence of his Judge, precluded al| 
power of repentance, and hope oi par- 
don. ''But the fearful, and the imbe- 
lieving, and the abominable, and mur- 
derers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, — shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death."* 

7. To finish this picture (and what- 
ever pain it may afford us, it is better to 
contemplate an irksome truth now, than 
hereafter to experience the woe of having 
neglected it) it only remains that we 
stamp all these varied forms and modifi- 

* Rev. xxi. 8. 
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cation of suffering with the common cha- 
racter of perpetuity. Eternal pain ; eter- 
nal shame ; contempt, remorse, banish- 
ment from the presence of God : and 
envying of the lot of the good ; and the 
society of the devil, and his angels ; all 
protracted through the infinite ages of 
duration. The woe knows no limit ; the 
vial of fury no exhaustion ; the dungeon 
gate will n6 more expand. No hope of 
escape, however faint ; — ^no prospect of a 
termination of punishment, however dis« 
tant, can visit the cheerless prison-house 
of despair. Let some controvert this 
point of Christian doctrine, — on the pre- 
sumpticm of its irreconcileableness with 
the divine mercy, and of the disproportion 
they conceive to exist betwixt the most 
flagrant or impenitent guilt, and tortures 
at once so exquisite and so protracted. 
But without entering at present into 
any minute disquisition, let it suffice to 
observe, that the justness of such an 
opinion jis at least greatly to be suspected ; 
— as being evidently the suggestion of a 



heart Wishing to soften down to itself the 
condequ^]^ces of ii» deliberate iniquity : 
^•^thatin the words of our church article 
*»^-we are to receive the promisfeS':and 
threatehings of God— as they are gfenfe- 
rally set forth in scripture — ^that a iope 
so precarious is, at the lowest estimate, 
less safe than the contrary notion ;'-^that 
to lay open a prospect of release firbm^fu- 
ture punishment, at whatever distam^e of 
time, would be to harden guilt, and tb 
prolong impenitence . It were to abate a 
wholesome dread of the p5wer and wr^^th 
of God, who though merciful in the ac- 
cepted time, is in the end, a consuming 
fire. It were to make the gift of re- 
demption appear less valuable ; — ^thB ne- 
cessity of fleeing from the wrath to come 
less urgent. Since the happiness <^ the 
just is represented as everlasting,— - 
it were to destroy the analogy which de- 
mands the same belief, with respect to the 
punishment of the imgodly : for the self- 
same word is used in, both clauses of the 
text. It were to tajke from hell the cha- 




153 

racter of perfect hell, if one part of its 
misery were not despair. " The worm 
f^verdkth;'' " the banishment from the 
presence of God is everlasting;" **the 
chaff is burnt with unquenchable &r^ ; the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth for ever 
and ever .-—these shall go away into ever- 
/o^few^ punishment."* 

If these things be so, — if, indeed, it be 
B fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
tjie iUving God, how deeply essential must 
it be to our well-being, that we arise and 
j^e from the wrath to come ! 1 what 
would many, who have now finished their 
^pui^e^, and are reserved in chains and 
darlqiess for the great day of account, 
vpllingly give in exchange for permission 
to return but for a little to the precincts 
of light, that they might enjoy and im- 
prove, though it were only a day of the 

^ Aiovvoo' — is the same tenn applied to the dura- 
tion of the happiness and the misery : — if its mean- 
itig then be contracted to a round of ages in the 
litter case, it mast be jso in the former also. — Matt. 

a 

XXV. 46* 

H 5 
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Son of man — one only of those days, 
which many of us who possess them, too 
unthinkingly lavish ; and on which all of 
us place too little store ! Since the night 
Cometh upon us, when no man can work, 
— let us up and be doing, while it is 
happily called day. Although the minis- 
ter is sometimes compelled to have re- 
course to the terrors of the Lord, it is in- 
finitely more pleasing to him to draw 
forward his fellow servants, with the 
gentler cords of love, and bands of a man, 
into the faith of Christ, and obedience to 
his gospel. Revelation hath disclosed 
the mysterious way, by which penitence, 
— ^penitence, concerning the value, of 
which natural religion could affirm no- 
thing with certainty, may be made avail- 
able towards the blotting out of past of- 
fences. ** I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life." Transgressor! — strike 
quickly into this secure path, that thine 
iniquities may be blotted out from the 
book of judgment, and that thou maye&t 
find rest to thine endangered soul. 
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LECTURE VI. 



PSALM, XVI. 11. 

Thou wilt show me the path of life ; in thy 
presence is fulness of Joy, and at thy 
right hand there are pleasures for ever^ 
more. 

To a being like man, warned by the ex- 
perience of all past generations, that he 
has but a short time to sojourn upon 
-earth ; — daily reminded by the frailty of 
his own frame, and the various accidents 
to which his brethren around him are 
exposed, that life, which at the longest is 
no more llian a span, may be suddenly 
and abruptly cut off;— and;discovering, 
from the surmises of reason, and the clear 
intelligence of revelation, that another 
scene of existence is to succeed the pre- 
sent ;-rr-to a being, so, situated, the wish 
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must be natural, to obtain, if it be pos- 
sible^ a minute account of the state on 
which he is about to enter, the joys which 
he hopes to inherit, the occupations in 
which the happy, among whom he trusts 
he shall be numbered, will eternally be 
engaged. Were it only to gratify the 
spirit of inquiry, in a matter so important 
and interesting, the mind would long to 
penetrate into the world of spirits. But 
the desire becomes at once more ardent 
and more reasonable, when the know- 
ledge to be acquired is sought (as it ought 
to be) with a view to the regulation of 
present conduct ; — ^I mean, under the im- 
pression that a view of our eternal occu- 
pations will naturally suggest to us the 
wisest and the fittest method of disciplin- 
ing the soul in preparation for them. 

It is true, that heaven hath been re- 
vealed in the sacred volume, more in 
general description than in minute detail 
— ^yet knowing, as we do, in part, and suf- 
fered to lift up a comer of the azure cur- 
tain, which hides eternal things^ we may 
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humbly venture to anticipate our pro- 
mised bliss, as composed of the following 
ingredients : — 

1st. Freedom from all imperfections of 
body and soul. 

2d. Intellectual improvement. 

3d. Advancement in virtue. 

4th. Praise. 

5th. Intercourse with the heavenly in- 
habitants. 

6th. A refined renewal of inferior plea- 
sures. 

1 . From these seats of unalloyed de- 
light, bodily pain, infirmity and sickness, 
together with anxiety, depression, an- 
guish, remorse, those far more distressful 
evils of the mind, will be wholly and for 
ever removed : — ^for we are assured that 
our frame shall be "changed into the 
likeness of Christ's incorruptible and 
glorious body;" — ^and that *' there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying."* Our intellectual faculties, in 
a similar manner, will be purified from 

Rey. xxi. 4. 
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whatever now -ol>6tniots^ ^ii' operations. 
Knpresskms will not v»iish frdm the 
tablet of memory ; attenti<m ^^1 not be 
subject to distractions and weariness t^ no 
doud will intervene betwiist j^rceptioii 
and its objects : and reasw witt be ex- 
empt from all tmcertainty in its ccM^d^ 
sions. "Now we see, inaU the^^tre* 
iftpects, as through a stained glass darkly : 
•*-but then shall we know even as we are 
Jtnown^," ■■ ' ' ..•' -u :;■.■• ■ 

^ Where death is destined to be swallow* 
ed np in victory, our enjoyme&tsieailnot 
be tainted by a dread of their instal^lityi: 
where God shall wipe away all tears fnnn 
an faces : where we hunger no more, and 
tiiirst no more; where we eat of the 
fruits of paradise, and drink of theaew 
wine in our Father's kingdom ; and are 
clad in the vestments reserved for the 
saints of God, — there, there can be no 
evil, and no apprehension oi it. CcA" 
lect, in short, under a single view, what* 
ever appears desirable in healthy and 
jrouth, and vigour ;— in refinement of taste 



ajid* fof ce o£ loidc^f staading ; in iiitellec,i> 
tiHifL eseitioH and' sublime meditation ; iq 
peaee.and^ assurance, and lK>ly pleasure; 
nt-and^ when you ha^e added to the com- 
bination the ijuality of perpetuity, and the 
bpundtess perspective of eternal augmen-^ 
tation ; you will have shadowed out a 
bliss ta^be realized in the place of souls. 
/& Among these blessings, intellectual 
imj^raoement well merits our particular 
mention, in regard to its probable rajHdity 
a^ . extensiveness, . and to the subhme 
pleasure which it will, no doubt, com^ 
m^nicate« A variety of impediments, in 
the present life, are incidental to the ao* 
quirement of human knowledge ;— injus- 
dibious or scanty education, the necessity 
ofvmanual labour, the call of social and 
domestic duties ;-^the shortness of our 
days,-r-the multiplicity of sciences;— 
ignorant instructors ; prevailing errors ; 
— ^the slow pace of , discovery ; — ^facts 
hitherto unexplored or unaccounted for ; 
—-the bias of prejudice, the violence of 
passion, the indolence of luxury— one or 
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other of these causes excludes most men 
from much of the edifying and delightful 
instruction which the separate researches 
of different minds has attained, or might 
attain ; — while a vast and boundless field 
of intelligence lies still beyond the grasp 
of human comprehension, and remains to 
be acquired in a more perfect state of 
being. 

In that higher condition, we are en- 
couraged to believe, that all these obsta* 
cles will be removed : and while the most 
simple and unlettered disciple will pass, 
oh the moment of his awaking in the 
world of souls, into the possession of 
clearer and ampler information, than the 
most studious or wise, by investigation 
the most patient, and thought the most 
profound, hath ever attained on earth ;-r-it 
may be generally expected, that our fa- 
culties will expand with the increase and 
novelty of our acquirements, that the 
mind will be invigorated with fresh powers 
and endowed with new capacities, to 
adapt it for the contemplation of that end- 
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less succession of unthought-of scenes, 
and thickening wonders, through which it 
is destined to rise. 

But to be particular, the film being re- 
moved from our intellectual vision, — and 
the spirit being clothed with a glorified 
frame, we may humbly presume that we 
shall be permitted to gratify that inno- 
cent and manly principle of curiosity, 
which is implanted in our breasts as the 
spring of research, but which is here dis^ 
appointed in so many instances, by the 
variety of its objects, and the imperfec- 
tion of the human faculties. To traverse 
that country, the blue hills of which we 
had faintly descried from the opposite 
shore, to see what earthly eye has nevei* 
witnessed, to hear what human ear had 
never heard, to trace the eccentric' path 
of the heavenly luminary as it shoots into 
the depths of immensity, — to move along 
the beam of light, — ^to visit new heavens, 
— ^to behold firesh creations ; — to discern 
by what immediate power the planetary 
orbs have woven their mystic dance, and 
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observed tlieir sts^ted rouijds,^ — ajod com- 
p^DBated their mutual disturbances,—^ 
bow thq seed sown and dying in the earth, 
bas sprung up and spread into the beau*^ 
tifyij flower ;— how instinct supplied the 
q^nimal tribes with a blind substitute for 
the light of reason; — ^how impressioi^ 
were conveyed to the mind of man 
through the gross medium of sense ;— in 
w;hat manner the will influenced the ac- 
tion, and where the nice line of demarca- 
tion lay betwixt the dust-born body and 
the spark of heaven, — ^these, my brethren, 
ajre employments, now transcending our 
powers, ^ though not, it is presumed, un- 
worthy of them, to which we may trust 
we shall in future be rendered adequate. 
Nor, though our knowledge,— on our 
first arrival in the courts above, will 
doubtless exceed all that we can at pre- 
sent ask or think, may we suppose that 
the whole which we are destined to at- 
tain, will burst at once upon our view. 
Our path in this respect will resemble 
the shining light, which shineth more and 
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more unto the perfect day. Whether to 
impart the pleasures of novelty and sur- 
pidse, in the most exalted form, and witlt 
reference to the most sacred subjects/ or 
to i afford fresh themes for the sentiments 
off love, the effusions of gratitude/ drid 
the songs of praise, it is to be expected 
that we shall pass, in endless successiotai, 
from scene to scene, and ascend frpm 
discovery to discovery, while by projwr- 
tionate gradations our powers will be in- 
vigorated, and our ciapacitiei^ progressively 
unfolded. 

4 While each research of the blessed will 
be thus unattended with diflBculty, the 
rapidity of attainment will ke^p frill pace 
with the ardour of desire. And since the 
creature must not hope ever to rival the 
Creator, if there be mysteries reserved fojr 
the comprehension of the Eternal alone, it 
may be conceived that no desire to fathom 
these depths will be permitted to disquiet 
the minds of the just; that they will 
shrink back in devout awe, and tuni with 
bnraptured ' and unalloyed gratitude to 
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the wonders, among which it is granted 
them to expatiate. 

But while we thus enkindle the ardour 
of devotion, by contemplating those more 
delicate springs of natural phsenomena, 
which are in immediate contact with the 
hand of the great Mover ; it is chiefly by 
taking more enlarged views of the con- 
duct of providence in regulating the moral 
world, that we shall be said to **see face to 
face." What an amazing and delightful • 
field of intelligence is opened, in the 
prospect of obtaining a full and clear dis- 
cernment of the attributes, the designs, 
and the ways of the Most High ; of re- 
conciling his foreknowledge with the 
free-will of his creatures : — of discovering 
more fully why it happened that guilt 
triumphed, and virtue bled ; — ^why the 
Kght of revelation spread by slow ad- 
rances ; — why God made his way in the 
fempest and conflagration, and planted 
Ifift footsteps in the troubled deep ; — by 
iHiat links our temporary sufferings were 

nected with our eternal bliss ; — ^above 
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ally what unspeakable satisfaction in the 
realized hope of exploring the mystery of 
redemption, and the agency of grace,-— 
''of comprehending — in a word — ^withall 
saints, what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height, and to knx)w the 
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 
that we may be filed with the fulness of 
God"!* 

But here let the boldness of concep- 
tion check its flight.. The way of curiosity 
is at this point <5ut oflF; — no human foot 
hath trodden these precincts; — ^no eye 
hath even distantly descried them ; — no 
man hath seen God at any time, in the 
full refulgence of his majesty on high. A 
chasm remains in our sacred knowledge ; 
to be supplied by ampler revelations, and 
comprehended by more exalted facul- 
ties.* 

3. But if several of these prospects of 
intellectual improvement should by some 
be attributed to the imsubdued pride of 

* Ephes. iii. 18, 19. f Wisdom, ix. 19. 
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human reason, and pronounced beneath 
the regard of beatified spirits, — ^we need 
not dread the charge of visionary conjec- 
ture, in proceeding to affirm that plea- 
sures of improving virtue will constitute 
a chief ingredient in our expected happi- 
ness. Purified from all sin, from every 
occasion of that uneasiness and shame, 
which even in the least offending of mor- 
tals, restrain the glowing love of God by 
mingling it with reverential dread, an4 
much impair the pleasure of contemplat- 
ing his perfections,! — the spirits of the just 
made perfect will approach, with ardour 
resembling that which fires seraphic na- 
tures — with that perfect love which cast- 
eth out fear,— to behold the glories of 
the Father of the universe; and thus 
enabled to endure an approximation to 
him, will recover more of his likeness, by 
reflecting the light of his countenance, 
and by kindling amidst the irradiations 
of his love. ** But we all, beholding 
with open face, as in a glass, (then no 
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mm^ as in a glass darkly) the glcfy cf the 
JjQftd, are changed into t^e same image,' 
from ^lory to glory/'* 

' jttipfOYement in holiness pre-sup))oses' 
ia' the first instance^ one very high por^ 
tion of enjoyment, — security frtoi falling. 
It is further, more than probable, that 
while ' the remembrance pf our "Vforthier 
services, of temptations resisted, self- 
denials endured, the tear of condolence^ 
thel promptitude of relief, will be drawn 
forth in lines prominent and strong; — the 
traces of those multiplied imperfections 
and failures, which on earth disturb the 
tranqiAllity of good men, will either be 
obliterated, or in $ome manner rendered 
less painM on review, and preserved only 
to increase our love <rf* Grod, and our grati- 
tude for the stupendous exercise of his 
loving kindness, displayed in the redemp- 
tion of transgressors. ^ 
In this manner will the pleasure of self- 
approval be experienced in its highest 

* 2 Cor. iii. 18, 
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perfectum* And if even here, mingled 
tirith bitter recollections, it be often a 
source of unspeakable comfort ; — how 
ddicious a feast will it spread for the 
pure in heart, when they shall dviok of 
ihe celestial vine, free from feculent ad- 
mixture, in their Father's kingdom ! 

Warranted by the united voices of 
reason and scripture, in believing that 
our holiness, like our knowledge, will be 
progressive, we cannot unreasonably pro- 
mise ourselves the high satisfaction of 
perceiving, that we are making eternal 
approaches to the fountain of excellence ; 
-^perpetoally improving in resemblance 
to those perfections which shall call forth 
our wonder, our praise, and our love. 
** Blessed, O Godl ajre they that dvi^ll 
in thy house;* — they will go on from 
strength to strength; — they will still 
narrow their orbits of approach to thy 
throne, and of similitude to thy glories, 
until every one of them appear before 
thee in the holy of holies in thy courts 
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above — the ininost recess of thy pavilion 
and the full blaze of thine immediate 
jMresence." 

4. These views naturally introduce the 
mention of " praise,"-^as a principal oc* 
cupation and pleasure of the world to 
come. Devout minds, thus going on to 
perfection, will be eager to ascribe to 
God, the giver of all good, — ^the glory of 
their progressive advancement ; — ^and thus 
happy, — to refer to him, all their pure 
sensations of high and complicated de- 
light. Each new discovery, each augment- 
ed bUss, each pulse of joy, each advance- 
ment towards excellence, will wake the 
remembrance of that infinite goodness, 
which hath spread forth a banquet of 
such unmerited bounties : — ^will urge the 
blessed to unbosom their gratitude, to 
pour out their raptures, before the foot- 
stool of the Eternal ; who, by thus being 
the centre and sum of their felicity, will 
be unto them — as the apostle has de- 
i&cribed Him, " all in all." 

Nor will gratitude and devotion be silent 

i2 
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sentiments. Though the heart be their 
choicest oratory, — ^though there there be 
still a voiceless thought — an unutterable 
feeling— the most eloquent avowal of the 
inadequacy of expression — ^yet not to the 
secret cell of the heart, vnUl these ardent 
sentiments be confined? New, though 
glorified bodily organs, are not given to 
immortal spirits, without an intention of 
their being employed : and though de-^ 
vout feelings will often find utterance 
in the less enraptured adoration of glow- 
ing and sublime language, such as poetic 
fancy never arranged, or the fire-touched 
lip of prophecy never poured forth ; — ^itis 
chiefly in the elevated melodies of celes- 
tial voices, that the praises of God will 
resound throughout the courts of immpr- 
tality. 

That angels and archangels, and all 
^he host of heaven, will laud and magnify 
the name of God, in the devotion of 
" harps and hymns" — ^that holy affections 
will be expressed by holy music,— music 
— iiow soft as the chiming spheres; — 
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now swelling as the lyre of the winds ; — » 
now loud as the artillery of the sky — ^we 
are informed by that apostle, to whom 
the Saviour called, and who calls unto 
each of us in his revelations, *' Come up 
hither ; and I will shew thee the things 
that shall be hereafter." 

And if the combination of well-adjusted 
voices, and of various instruments attuned 
in harmony, afford to the ear on earth a 
more than earthly gratification, — if it 
elevate and purify the affections of the 
mind; — to what holy rapture will the 
soul be raised by the pealing anthem of 
the multitude whom no man can number, 
of myriads of angels, and the general as- 
sembly of the first-born, having golden 
lutes, and vials full of odours, circling the 
throne of the ever-blessed one, and sing- 
ing a new song, and exclaiming, ** Thou 
art worthy to take the book, for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by thy blood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation"! 

We cannot, indeed, doubt, that " praise 
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Him in the timbrel and dance: praise 
Him upon the stringed instruments, and 
organ, '^ is a mystical expression: and 
alludes to some aerial measure^ soft and 
augmenting, accordant to the mazy circuit 
accomplished by the immortal bands,, 
while, (like wheeling planets with their 
pomp of satellites) they would survey on 
all sides the perfections of the Divinity. 
But if a mortal could dare into the heaven 
of heavens ; and seeming to catch the 
murmur of their lofty song, could impart 
to ears of flesh a faint conception of its 
grandeur, — ^what must be the real clash 
of praise ; — ^the full concenting of immor- 
tal choirs, — the burst of many voices, like 
the rushing of many waters, which shall 
roll on high along the vault of immensity, 
ever crying and responding—^'* Hallelu- 
jah ! Hallelujah ! for the Lord God omni- 
potent reigneth'* ! 

5. Intercourse with the heavenly in- 
habitants was next mentioned, as another 
portion of our expected happiness. That 
they who have in life been linked in the 
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bands of amity, shall be re-united in thieir 
beatified state, may be inferred, from the 
declaration made by our Lord to his 
apostles, that he and they should recon- 
vene in the same place, as well as from 
many passages in the revelations of St. 
John, and others of the sacred books : — 
to say nothing of our cherished instincts 
— our natural hopes of finding this in- 
gredient in our happiness; — to say no- 
thing of our conviction that Providence 
would not instill such views, without in- 
tending to realize them, — or of the en- 
chasement of each separate spirit in a 
glorified frame, as taught by St. Paul to 
the Corinthians; — a doctrine which, by 
establishing a future identity — affords a 
sore earnest of i^cognition. 

Taking the fact therefore for granted, 
I proceed to observe, that this renovated 
intercourse will be far more refined, than 
the purest terrestrial friendship ; — as the 
interchanged ideas will be more exalted, 
and as the participated experiences will 
necessarily be experiences of more pure 
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and elevated happiness. Nor is it lesi^ 
obvious, that the delights of knowledge 
and of praise will be much heightened 
by being enjoyed in union with a holy 
and glorified society : — since already, by 
a law of nature, which there is no reason 
to think will cease, the most ordinary 
pleasure imparts two-fold gratification, 
when converted into a tie which links 
kindred minds in the bands of holy 
brotherhood and of virtuous concord. 

But, further — such ties, reconnected 
among human beings who shall have been, 
received into everlasting mansions, — ^will 
be productive of higher than their original 
gratification, in consequence of the im- 
proved dispositions of the associates. 
They will be equally exempt from those 
temporary alienations, which proceed from 
self-love, jealousy, suspicion, contending 
interests, sallies of passion (often in our 
frail minds proportioned to ardour of af- 
fection), and from those impediments to 
their present perfection, which slight dif- 
ferences in opinion, taste, knowledge. 
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• temper, principle, or unavoidable seasons 
of absence, present. No accident, no 
instability, no dread of future interruption 
or separation, will damp their pure de- 
lights. It is not, however, to this narrow 
circle alone, with whom we had formerly 
shared our confidence, that our social af- 
fections may be expected to extend. That 
communion of saints, in which we profess 
our belief, will unite in celestial fellow- 
ship all the devout and the faithful, who 
have lived in different ages from the be- 
ginning of time ; — and all those our con- 
temporaries, an union with whom on 
earth may have been interdicted by dif- 
ference of rank, or remoteness of local 
situation. These, purified from the in\- 
perfections of mortality, rendered every 
way worthy of the kindliest regard, and 
linked in one holy, happy association, 
are destined to be our immortal com- 
panions,, and fellow worshippers . Obj ects 
being in this manner provided in abun- 
dance, for the warmest and amplest effu- 

I 5 
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8ion of social affection^ — all these, sym- 
pathizing with the joy of each other ; — 
and, like the endless reflections of oppos* 
ing mirrors, the peace and bliss of every 
individual being again and again partici- 
pated and enjoyed and reverberated by 
all around him, — ^benevolence virill cir- 
culate throughout the courts of God; — - 
and heaven will be found, in the most ex- 
alted sense, the place of fraternal concord. 
But if to some, in consideration of earlier 
repentance, — ^more zealous service,— 
more uniform obedience, be allotted a 
better recompense in kind or in degree ; 
—others, far from envying, will find an 
increase to their own happiness, in re- 
joicing in the good of their fellow-ser- 
vants, and in contributing to its advance- 
ment. With glorified beings thus illu- 
minated by knowledge, perfected in virtue!, 
immortal in existence, we are appointed 
to hold converse, high, refined, perpe- 
tual. ** And they all shall be one ;" — 
'^ one fold under one shepherd :" — having 
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one heart and one spirit. Walking in the 
light, and having fellowship one with 
another, for them is reserved the happy 
experience, that when faith shall be lost 
in vision, and hope in the possession of 
its objects, — Charity never faileth. 

6. Whether any of those pleasures, 
which are of a mixed nature, being shared 
by the mental affections with the more 
refined sensations, will again be experi-^ 
enced in our heavenly state, has been 
questioned by some who have explained 
all the passages seeming to promise such 
inferior constituents of felicity, as being 
figurative representations of spiritual joys, 
analogous to such material objects in their 
effects. To me it seems dear, that since 
the spirits of the happy are to be invested 
with glorified bodies, it is intended that 
some of these mixed pleasures shall con- 
stitute a distinct ingredient in our happi«- 
ness. The ear, we are expressly inform* 
ed, will be delighted with the most exalted 
strains of celestial harmony : and it ap* 
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pears to be as needless, and as forced a 
perversion of sacred writ from its obvious 
meaning, to give a spiritual interpretation 
to the rivers of pleasures, and the tree 
of life, and the city whose streets are of 
gold, whose walls are of jasper, — and 
whose gates are of one pearl, — ^as to re- 
solve the song of Moses and of the Lamb, 
into an imaginary concord of sympathies^ 
and an harmony of speechless devo- 
tion. All commentators, I believe, are 
agreed, — ^that the first Eden was liter- 
ally an oriental garden — a wilderness of 
3weets^ — a region of perpetual spring — 
where flowers of all hues, and fruits of 
all flavours, gemmed and embossed the 
green carpeting of nature: — ^where the 
entrance to the cool and sparry grot of 
innocence, was shaded vnth the mantling 
vine ; where the course of" crisped brooki^ 
that strayed from their sapphire founts^" 
and the lapjse of murmuring falls, — « 
like the descent of heavenly influences ; 
together fed the calm and reflective lake. 
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which made meditation the image and 
the thought of heaven : and aided by "soft 
airs dispensing native perfumes," and 
by the voices of fearless joy, emitted from 
earth, sky, water, — nourished in the un- 
tainted bosoms of the original pair — tran- 
quillity, contentment, peace. Whythei? 
should it be supposed that those secondary 
pleasures, which are derived from the 
shade of embowering leaves, Mid. the re- 
freshment of well-springs of living waters ; 
— from the many-coloured hues of aerial 
variations,— from the face of the new 
universe decked in beauty, or rough with 
wildness ; — will be discontinued, — or 
rather will not be highly improved ? 

" And I saw new heavens and a new- 
earth, and the holy city descending from 
heaven, — and the foundations of her walls 
were garnished with all manner of pre* 
cious stones : — in the midst of the street^ 
and on either side the river, was there 
the tree of life for the healing of the na- 
tions." ** They shall hunger no more> 
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neither thirst any more; neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. For 
the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters/'* 

Such, my brethren, appears to be the 
utmost extent of our reasonable views, or 
our clear knowledge, in relation to our 
occupations and enjoyments in a higher 
state of existence. If any, not satisfied 
with it, be yet disposed to ask. Wherefore 
we have not been favoured with still 
ampler information? let them reflect, that 
the present limited nature of their facul* 
ties must preclude their entire compre^ 
hension of things not seen ; — and let them 
learn to receive with gratitude the light 
imparted, as being at once as strong as 
their filmy intellectual vision could admit 
without being dazzled, and as abundant 
as is necessary to animate their spirits, 
and to illuminate their path, in journey- 
ing to the land of their rest. Let it not 

* Rev. vii. 16, 17. 
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be forgotten, that if power were bestowed 
to scale the crystal battlements of the 
firmament, and to perceive distinctly the 
unimagined scenes and transactions be* 
yond its guardian cherubim and fiery 
sword, its outposts and sentinels of stars ; 
— FAITH, which is the evidence of things 
NOT SEEN, could uo longer have exis'* 
tence ; — nor while motives were so cogemt 
for triumphing over the world, would an 
exercise remain for that fi^eedom of con* 
duct, which, as it obeys or rejects the 
suggestions of the Divine Spirit, and 
takes the course of repentance or of way- 
wardness, determines rational beings to 
be the objects of reward, or of punish* 
ment. It is moreover to be apprehended, 
that the minds of men, enraptured with 
the beatific vision, perpetually presented 
to them, in full perceptibleness and al* 
most tangible form, would neglect as in-^ 
gipid those every-day dutieis, which they 
are called into this existence to perform ; 
that the reasonable but then zestlesa 
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fcomforts of life would provoke their dis- 
satisfaction, instead of awakening their 
thankfulness, — that all their thoughts 
would be absorbed in an unprofitable 
abstraction^ a gloomy and highly repre- 
hensible impatience to be released, before 
the appointed time of their change should 
arrive : and that heaven should be lost 
by too intense meditation on it» 

2. The wisdom of Providence being 
thus strikingly illustrated, in the measure 
of its vouchsafed intelligence respecting 
the world to come, — intelligence neither 
so scanty as to leave room for distrust or 
error, — ^nor yet so excessive as to over- 
whelm the power of comprehension, to 
slacken the arm of activity, or to banish 
the tranquillity of contentment, — ^the 
improvement which it behoves us to de- 
rive from our present meditations is a 
conviction of the propriety of complying 
with the divine intention, in revealing 
fiiturity in these wise proportions. On 
reviewing the constituents of our immor- 




185 

tal felicity 9 it caanot fail to strike us as 
a general observation, that none of them 
are of a nature grossly and exclusively 
sensual. Hence we may infer, with the 
fullest assurance, ^hat a spiritual life is 
necessary on earth-— (not to notice for the 
present the express command of God) — 
as the proper qualification for our destined 
employments. If we find that in these, 
the. grovelling care^ of earth, sensuality,; 
ambition, covetousness, have no place,—, 
it follows that they whose god is their 
appetite, — who thirst after power, — ^who: 
live but to amass treasures, are sedulously 
destroying their relish for celestial bliss 
— are deliberately unfitting themselves 
for the refined^ joys of eternity : so that 
heaven would be to them no place of 
happiness, even if no barrier forbade their 
entrance. 

That gratification which the habitual 
drunkard would derive from an hour of 
rational intercourse, — that pleasure which 
the agitated mind of a gamester would 
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perceive amidst the mild glories of placid 
scenery, — that joy which the indolent 
would find in successful research, or the 
atheist in the consolations of religion, — 
that satisfaction which the hood-winked 
eye would derive from exquisite beauty, or 
the ear sealed with wax from the voice 
of the charmer ; — ^such delight would the 
depraved and the children of this lower 
world experience in the mansions of un- 
earthly bliss. To them, alienated from 
th6 love of God, and from a preference 
for the unadulterated delights of religion, 
the bowers of paradise would yield no 
bloom, the airs of heaven would breathe 
no sweetness, and the viols of angels utter 
no melody. 

To hasten towards a close; — let us 
learn from these meditations, that when 
we cultivate holiness we lay up treasures 
in heaven; — the pleasures of reflection; 
and a possession to be infinitely improved : 
— ^that when we elevate our nature above 
low desires, when in due subservience to 
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our moral dispositions, in the spirit of 
humanity, and with motives of religion, 
we dig in the mines of wisdom, and 
strengthen our intellectual powers, we 
then exercise our minds in studies, which 
in a more exalted sense, shall enter into 
our eternal employments; — ^that when 
we unite in the bands of virtuous associa- 
tion, we form to ourselves the beginnings 
of a joy, which although imperfect, check- 
ered, liable to rude interruption for a 
season — will at length break forth, fearless 
of accident, and bidding defiance to the 
shaft of death : — ^that finally, when we 
bend at the footstool of the Eternal, when 
we survey with gratitude the works of his 
creation, — ^when the heart extols his love 
with the sentiments or the accents of 
praise; — ^we are drawing down heaven 
to earth, and entering upon the pleasure 
of immortal beings, while yet sojourners 
in the vale of sorrow. We are approximat- 
ing to the bliss of eternity — contracting 
the habitudes of angels, securing heaven 
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by acquiring a fitness and a relish for it, 
pitching our tent on the last edge of the 
wilderness, and hailing, in near perspec- 
tive, the land of our rest. 

4. For happiness so transcendent as 
that now unfolded, which, be it still how- 
ever remembered, description cannot 
adequately paint, or imagination con- 
ceive, — how reasonable the demand, how 
advisable the exchange, that we should 
sacrifice the low researches, the unworthy 
desires, which belong exclusively to the 
world before us ! Who would not resolve 
to accomplish what is demanded, — to re- 
nounce what is forbidden, to sustain with 
fortitude all allotted trials, and to abound 
unto the end in the work of the Lord ; — 
when assured that his labour is not only 
not in vain, but will be crowned with a 
recompense so unspeakable and full of 
glory? For enjoyment so real, so un- 
mixed, so lasting, will not the Christian 
forego the contemptible advantages of a 
day, — acquired with pain, embittered 
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by sorrow, possessed with insecurity, — 
and speedily to be lost for ever? Will 
he not even stand ready, if occasion re- 
quires, to endure the penances of self- 
denial, and the martyrdom of evil report, 
to pluck out a right eye, to tear himself 
from all the chains that anchor him to 
earth, — to surrender comforts, posses- 
sions, life itself, — ^to suffer the loss of all 
things, and to account them of no value, 
— in a word, to go and sell all that he 
hath, that he may purchase the pearl of 
inestimable price ? 
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